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FROM THE RABBI - Rabbi Paul Schreiber, Reb Tuviah 

The Awesome Dual Message of Chanukah! 
 
Chanukah is a complex holiday. At the heart of all the themes, 
however, is the actual name of the holiday, Chanukah. The word 
comes from the Hebrew word ñdedicationò or ñrededication,ò as in 
chanukat hamikdash, the ñRededication of the Templeò which the 
Maccabees undertook after their victory over the Syrian-Greeks. 
This órededicationô was both a physical one and a spiritual one. 
Throughout the years of the Syrian-Greeksô occupation of Judea, 
the Temple stood at the forefront of their struggle. It symbolized 
the heart of what they were fighting for: the right to serve G-d ac-
cording to their own laws and traditions. Theirs was a struggle 
over the purity of the Temple service which represented the purity 
and integrity of Jewish life. In fact, the Rambam begins his description of the events of 
Chanukah by describing the efforts to claim religious independence from foreign influ-
ence as the primary message of Chanukah. This brings us to the second definition of 
ñChanukahò ï ñchinuchò, the term used for Jewish education. The process of Torah edu-
cation - for both children and adults - is a constant órededicationô of our souls, chanukat 
haneshama, through the light of Torah study. 
 
Chanukah, therefore, presents us with a double message: Chanukat Habayit & Chanukat 
Haneshama. It reminds us the synagogue/sanctuary is more than just a place of prayer. 
It is the spiritual center of our community. Our efforts to órededicateô ourselves to Jew-
ish life must reconnect us with our synagogue, both physically and spiritually. Chanu-
kah reminds us the most substantial and important way to achieve this rededication is 
through the light of Torah learning, chinuch, on all levels ï children and adults alike. 
 
This is Congregation Beth Shalom, this is our temple. If we want to make sure it is vi-
brant, we also need to make sure that its needs are maintained. Who better than the 
Maccabees understood that for the Temple to function it must be rededicated, cleaned, 
and beautified, so that the people could embrace Jewish life with pride? The second fo-
cus is a review of the many chinuch opportunities available to us as a community. We 
know of the tremendous efforts under way to revitalize our various committees as well 
as our religious school, but we must also lead by example, and dedicate ourselves to the 
mitzvah of personal commitment to Torah learning. To that effort we would do well to 
devote a good portion of our time reexamining the inner workings of our various com-
mittees in order to more effectively address the many needs of our temple, all from a 
Torah perspective. 
 
At this time of ñChanukahò ï renewal and rededication, I would like to challenge all of 
us to seize this opportunity ï to órenewô our temple and to órenewô our spirit by actively 
engaging in CBS, monetarily supporting our temple, focusing on joining a committee, 
telling others about our incredible family and inviting them to a service, albeit mostly 
virtual, and by taking advantage of the varied learning opportunities that are free to CBS 
members. 
 
This is the ódualô message of Chanukah ï ñChanukat Habayitò and ñChanukat Hanesha-
maò, rededication of our Sanctuary, and of our souls. May this be the year of Chanukah - 
ñChanukat Habayitò and ñChanukat Heneshamaò for all! 
 
LôShalom, Reb Tuviah 
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I am borrowing an idea that Dave Friedman expressed four 
years ago. It expresses my thoughts currently. 
 
The great political divide that embraced this country has 
affected all of us who are politically engaged. Those of us at 
Congregation Beth Shalom are not immune. Regardless of 
which presidential candidate you have supported, one thing 
is certain. Life will go on. We will continue to live our lives. 
We will continue to care for our families. We will continue 
to rejoice in lifeôs events. We will continue to come together, 
pray together, and celebrate together. 
 
As written in our mission statement, letôs continue to be a 
caring community. Perhaps we should add, ñRegardless of 
political affiliation!ò 
 
Thank you, Dave, for expressing it so well. 
 
We are truly a lucky congregation. We have a lot of amazing 
volunteers. I have counted those who volunteer in some way 
ï from working on committees, to reading Torah, to clean-
ing up our sanctuary after our new roof was installed, to 
helping set up for outdoor services. The percentage of the 
congregation who contributes in some way ï as a volunteer 
or a financial supporter ï is remarkable. And it is really im-
portant because we operate with an exceedingly small staff. 
 
Jenny Allen, our administrative director, has been crucial in 
keeping our congregation running smoothly. Jenny has de-
cided to cut back to part time and will soon be leaving the 
position of administrative director. We are happy for the 
opportunities this provides for her and her family and wish 
her only the best. At the same time, we acknowledge she will 

be deeply missed ï her warmth and creativity, her hard 
work and dedication to the temple way above and beyond 
what her formal job requires, have 
made a true difference to us all. She 
has been a remarkable help to me, and 
to Congregation Beth Shalom. We 
have been fortunate to have her as 
part of our community for so many 
years. 
 
Toby Koch is leading a group of our 
wonderful volunteers who will be step-
ping in to help keep our office run-
ning. We know you will be understanding and patient dur-
ing this time of transition. 
 
ñWe do things better when we do them together.ò 
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FROM THE PRESIDENT - Steve Slavkin 

 

Congregation Beth Shalom  
provides a meaningful spiritual 
home for people of all ages and 
levels of knowledge, a place to 
learn and to question, a place to 
worship and to celebrate, and a 
place to find a community that 
cares. 

  

We offer:  

] Friday worship services at 
7:30 p.m. 

] Religious school pre-k 
through 10th grade  

] Complete Bônai Mitzvah  
preparation  

] Youth group programming  
] Adult Education classes  
] Community-wide events,  
including Mitzvah Day 

 

The ritual committee meets  

the last Wednesday every 

month at 6:30 p.m. Please  

contact Michael Lubin at 

mike.8.11.2007@gmail.com  

for a link or more information. 

mailto:mike.8.11.2007@gmail.com
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Congregration Contacts 

813-681-6547 Å cbs-admin@hotmail.com 

Office hours:  

subject to change without notice, please refer to eBlast 

Tues., Wed., and Friday: 9:30 a.m.ð2:30 p.m. 

Voicemails and emails will be monitored daily.  

Office is closed on holidays 

Weekly Email Blast submissions 

bethshalominfo@gmail.com 

eBlast deadline is Wednesday at 4 p.m. 

December Oneg Schedule 
There can be no joy without food and drink. ð Talmud, 
Moôed Katan  

 
We hope you and your family are doing well. 
 
The Oneg Committee has not scheduled oneg hosts for 
the month of December.  
 
Since the temple has been closed for more than three 
months, we are waiting for our executive board to notify 
us as soon as they are able to determine at which time 
they feel it is safe to re-open the synagogue.  
 
We are considering a plan to have ñvirtual oneg hosts.ò 
Please let us know if you are interested in this 
opportunity to honor a special person or date in your 
life. 
 
If you have any questions or are interested in hosting an 
oneg, please contact us (Judith 856-816-2174, and Anna 
707-628-5399). 
 
Anna Feldman & Judith Pliner 

Upcoming Dates To Remember 

ž Wednesday, Dec. 2: Menôs Club.  

 

ž Wednesday, Dec. 2, at 6:30 p.m.: Holocaust  

survivor program hosted by The 

Florida Holocaust Museum and 

The Hillsborough County Public 

Library Cooperative. This event 

will be followed by a discussion 

and virtual Dinner With The 

Tribe. More details on page 4. 

 

ž Sunday, Dec. 6, 10 a.m.: Chanukah/holiday 

vendor bazaar. Please see page 5 for more information. 

 

ž Tuesday, Dec. 8, 6:30 p.m. Ladies Night In. 

More information on page 10. 

 

ž Friday, Dec. 11, 7:30 p.m.: 

Shabbat and Chanukah on the 

back lawn. Please bring your me-

norah and three candles. Details 

on page 9.  

 

ž Sunday, Dec. 13, 10 a.m.: 

Religious school Chanukah cele-

bration for students.  

 

ž Monday, Jan. 18, 7 p.m.: Page Turners. Details 

on page 8. 

 
Religious Education Calendar, page 7; 

Full calendar, page 15 

Due to COVID-19, please check the  
eblast for the most current information 

and details on all our events.  


