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FROM THE RABBI - Rabbi Paul Schreiber, Reb Tuviah 

Expressing Thanks é Itôs So Jewish!  
 
Thanksgiving, the idea and the holiday, are both very much on  
my mind this year. It is interesting to note certain segments with-
in the Jewish community in our country that do not observe or 
celebrate Thanksgiving. People in these groups go about their 
lives as if Thanksgiving is an ordinary Thursday. Their schools 
and shops are open, doing business as usual. They believe 
Thanksgiving is not a Jewish holiday and, therefore, has no claim 
upon them. 
 

We know, however, giving thanks is a very religious value and is most certainly a Jew-
ish value if not a Jewish holiday. I submit that giving thanks and expressing gratitude 
are among the most, if not the most, of all human and religious values. Such expres-
sions appear on almost on every page of our Siddur, our prayer book. I understand the 
holiday of Sukkot is our own institutionalized Thanksgiving. However, if you are an 
American, enjoying Americaôs freedom and blessings, why ignore an American holi-
day, especially if it does not negate Judaism and requires no violation or suspension of 
Jewish law? 
 

In my family, we always look forward to Thanksgiving with great anticipation. Family 
members from far and wide make their way to one central location on Long Island 
and, for one day, catch up on each otherôs lives. Although many family members have 
passed on, we still gather each year, pausing to remember them as we celebrate our 
family and give thanks for all that we have. 
 

One of our sages, Rabbi Meir, taught that in gratitude one should recite a hundred 
blessings every day. Even on the most ordinary and uneventful of days, there are 
countless occasions for expressions of gratitude. Beyond those of home, family, food, 
and shelter, there are so many gifts that call forth a blessing. There are moments and 
sights that could and should be sanctified with a bracha. These may include the magic 
of a melody that captures the heart, an idea that exalts the mind, a stately tree that 
excites the imagination, a formation of migrating birds, a rainfall that refreshes, a 
congenial conversation, autumn leaves, the reawakening of nature every spring, the 
sudden appearance of a magical rainbow, and the freedom to which we awaken every 
day. These and so many others are gifts and moments to treasure. Indeed, the quality 
of our lives is reflected by the things that move us to recite a bracha. To celebrate 
Thanksgiving is to celebrate life. 
 

Nancy and I wish all of our Congregation Beth Shalom members and friends a joyous 
Thanksgiving! 
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The High Holy Days have offered so much time to connect 
with family and friends, even if virtually this year. Rosh 
Hashanah offers us time for renewal and reflection. Yom 
Kippur, time to make teshuva. Sukkot, an opportunity  
to connect with the natural world around us. Simchat To-
rah, a celebration of the gift of Torah, endings, and begin-
nings. 
 
I would like to thank Reb Tuviah for his wonderful High 
Holy Days services. Thank you to Cantorial Soloist Sandy 
Santucci and Cantor Bill for their melodious accompani-
ments to our Friday night and High Holy Day services. And 
thank you to Michael Lubin and the Ritual Committee and 
all the many volunteers and participants who helped make 
our High Holy Day services meaningful. 

I would like to thank everyone who 
participated to date in the High Holi-
day Drive. All donations are not yet in, 
but I can tell you that we have sur-
passed last year. Some of you in-
creased your gifts substantially, and 
that made a huge difference. For those 
who gave generously, thank you! 
 
If you know of individuals in the com-
munity who are considering affiliating 
or have left and would like to affiliate again, please reach 
out to them. And if you know families with school age chil-
dren, please ask them to contact Reb Tuviah about our reli-
gious school. 

Page 2 

FROM THE PRESIDENT - Steve Slavkin 

 

Congregation Beth Shalom  
provides a meaningful spiritual 
home for people of all ages and 
levels of knowledge, a place to 
learn and to question, a place to 
worship and to celebrate, and a 
place to find a community that 
cares. 

   

We offer:  

] Friday worship services at 
7:30 p.m. 

] Religious school pre-k 
through 10th grade  

] Complete Bônai Mitzvah  
preparation  

] Youth group programming  
] Adult Education classes  
] Community-wide events,  
including Mitzvah Day 

A Note About Pastoral Care 

Reb Tuviah wants 
to know when  
congregants are in 
need of pastoral 
care.  

This includes but 
is not limited to: 
when our          
congregants or 
their family mem-
bers are in the 
hospital, recently lost a loved one, or other-
wise may need his support.  

If you hear about a congregant in need, please 
contact Reb Tuviah directly at  
rebtuviah@gmail.com 

I Hope You Are All Inscribed In The Book of Life For A Good Year  

mailto:rabbibryanmann@gmail.com
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Congregration Contacts 

813-681-6547 Å cbs-admin@hotmail.com 

Office hours:  

subject to change without notice, please refer to eBlast 

Tues., Wed., and Friday: 9:30 a.m.ð2:30 p.m. 

Voicemails and emails will be monitored daily.   

Office is closed on holidays 

Weekly Email Blast submissions 

bethshalominfo@gmail.com 

eBlast deadline is Wednesday at 4 p.m. 

November Oneg Schedule 
There can be no joy without food and drink. ð Talmud, 
Moôed Katan  

 
We hope you and your family are doing well. 
 
The Oneg Committee has not scheduled oneg hosts for 
the month of November.  
 
Since the temple has been closed for more than three 
months, we are waiting for our executive board to notify 
us as soon as they are able to determine at which time 
they feel it is safe to re-open the synagogue.  
 
We are considering a plan to have ñvirtual oneg hosts.ò 
Please let us know if you are interested in this 
opportunity to honor a special person or date in your 
life. 
 
If you have any questions or are interested in hosting an 
oneg, please contact us (Judith 856-816-2174, and Anna 
707-628-5399). 
 
Anna Feldman & Judith Pliner 

Upcoming Dates  

To Remember 

ž Wednesday, Nov. 4: Menôs Club 
(tentative). 
 
ž Tuesday, Nov. 10, 6:30 p.m.:  
Ladies Night In. More information on 
page 5. 
 
ž Thursday, Nov 12, 8:30 p.m.: PJ 
Library Parentôs Night In Ice Cream  
Social. Details on page 7. 
 
ž Sunday, Nov. 15, 3:30 p.m.: PJ Library Silly 
Science. Details on page 7. 
 
ž Monday, Nov. 16, 7 p.m.: Page Turners. More  
information on page 4. 
 
ž Wednesday, Nov. 18, 7:30 p.m.: Dinner With The 
Tribe. Details on page 5. 

 
ž Wednesday, Dec. 2, at 
6:30 p.m.: Holocaust  
survivor program hosted by 
The Florida Holocaust  
Museum and The  
Hillsborough County Public 
Library Cooperative. More 

information on page 9. 
 
ž Tuesday, Dec. 8, 6:30 p.m. Ladies Night In. 
More information on page 5. 
 
 

Religious Education Calendar, page 7; 

Full calendar, page 15 

Due to COVID-19, please check the  
eblast for the most current information 

and details on all our events.  


