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FROM THE RABBI - Rabbi Bryan Mann 

Tu BiShvat and Protecting the Earth  
 
One of the earliest things we are told about humans in the Torah is 
that the Divine, ñPlaced Adam in the Garden of Eden to work it 
and protect itò (Genesis 2:15). The Hebrew word used is  ˶ˬ˷which 
has connotations of protect, guard, and keep. 
 
Jews and non-Jews alike read this verse as a command to protect 
not only the Garden of Eden, but the Earth we live on. Many Jews 
and Jewish organizations cite this verse as one reason to participate in Jewish farming, 
sustainable living, and agriculture programs. Many Jews cite this verse as the reason 
they personally recycle or are energy conscious. Many see this as one of the central pur-
poses of humanity. Humans were created by the Divine and given a mission to protect 
the world the Divine created. 
 
This one line in Genesis is not our only inspiration however. Every year we as Jews cele-
brate, ñThe New Year for the Treesò on the 15th of Shôvat also known as Tu BiShvat. Just 
like Passover there is a dedicated seder for Tu BiShvat that often recognizes the gifts 
trees give us of food, shelter, breathable air, and so many other things. Some Tu BiShvat 
seders recognize the changing of the seasons. Many Jews have a custom of planting a 
tree in honor of Tu BiShvat. 
 
We live in a world where it seems like every month there is another natural disaster. 
Whether the hurricanes some of us have personal experience of here at home, wildfires 
in Brazil and Australia, earthquakes in Puerto Rico, it feels like we have failed in our job 
as protectors. Sometimes the effects of a changing world are less disastrous. Unseasona-
bly warm or cold temperatures around the country. These are all effects of our presence 
on this Earth and what we have and have not done to protect it. 
 
The plans to curb and stop these effects to ensure a livable planet for future generations 
are vast. There are many different visions of what we as individuals and communities 
can do. It can be incredibly overwhelming and often feel paralyzing. ñSo many people 
are telling me, I need to do all of these things as an individual and I can only do so 
much.ò Other times the pessimism comes from a place of, ñI am just one person. Does it 
really matter if I take a shorter shower or recycle?ò It is easy to simply do nothing out of 
a sense that our actions will not make a significant difference in the long run. 
 
Yet, one of these bold visions is simple, ñPlant trees in specific areas to curb C02 Emis-
sions.ò Throughout social media in the recent weeks there is a picture that outlines pre-
cisely where we should be planting trees based on this article https://
www.geographyrealm.com/mapping-where-planting-trees-can-help-with-climate-
change-mitigation. As with any major issue of our time there are multiple visions, plans, 
and strategies. One very real truth is we do not know what will work until we try. We can 
seek out the advice of scientists, climate experts, and others who spend much of their 
lives studying and understanding these issues to inform these visions, plans, and strate-
gies, but until we do something nothing is going to change. 
 
We Jews have been planting trees as a ritual practice during Tu BiShvat, the New Year 
for Trees for a long time now. What might it look like to see this practice as one part of 
our fundamental mission of protecting this planet and how else might we fulfill that 
mission? Happy Tu BiShvat! 
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Saturday, Feb. 22, is our annual fundraiser, the Roaring 
Twenties Gala. If you have not bought your tickets yet or 
made arrangements to attend, please do so. It should be a 
lot of fun and the success of the event is critical for our 
fundraising. I am looking forward to seeing everyone there! 
 
The rabbi search committee co-chairs have been working 
diligently and we are beginning to narrow the search. Once 
a candidate has been approved by the committee, we antici-
pate bringing that candidate in to meet the rest of the com-
mittee and the congregation. I would like to thank Shelia 
Fishman, Julie Enszer, and Michael Lubin for all the work 
they have done to date. 
 
The dues committee has met again and we are getting closer 
to a determination whether we will revise our dues structure 
and if so, how. Many of us have come to the realization the 
current dues structure is no longer working. Our member-
ship is declining and our revenue is dropping at an unstain-
able rate. If something does not change in the immediate 
future, it is questionable whether we will be able to remain 
as an ongoing concern. One of the models being discussed is 
a voluntary dues structure. In other words, would we obtain 
more revenue if the dues were voluntary? This system 
would only work if those paying dues continue to pay at the 

current rate and we were able to at-
tract additional new members who 
would also contribute. We hope to ad-
dress this at the March board meeting 
and then at a special membership 
meeting. If there is support, I hope to 
bring this system before the member-
ship at our annual meeting in June. If 
you have strong opinions on our dues 
structure, please let me know. The 
goal of the committee is to ensure that our dues structure is 
not a hindrance to our increasing membership of fulfilling 
our mission. 
 
I am pleased to announce that we should start to see  
the roof replaced in the next few weeks. This is a major ex-
pense but also needed to ensure our building stays in good 
repair. 
 
Lastly, security remains paramount for us. We are working 
with the Tampa Jewish Federation and law enforcement to 
review the building and what we can do to ensure that we 
are taking necessary measures. It is important that we re-
main vigilant and report anything that appears out of the 
ordinary or suspicious.  
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FROM THE PRESIDENT - Jon Ellis 

 

Congregation Beth Shalom  
provides a meaningful spiritual home for 
people of all ages and levels of knowledge, 
a place to learn and to question, a place to 
worship and to celebrate, and a place to 
find a community that cares. 

   

We offer:  

] Friday worship services at 7:30 p.m. 

] Religious school pre-k through 10th 
grade  

] Complete Bônai Mitzvah  
preparation  

] Youth group programming  

] Adult Education classes  

] Community-wide events,  
including Mitzvah Day 

In an effort to be transparent to all of our congregants, 
Congregation Beth Shalom will be publishing its monthly 
financials for all to see, and can be found in the link be-
low.  
 
With this transparency, we welcome all to note areas of 
need, and we welcome any suggestions or contributions 
to keep CBS on firm financial footing. 
 
https://bethshalom-brandon.org/wp-content/uploads/

sites/173/2020/01/CBS-Dec.-2019-PL-vs-Budget-

Abbreviated.pdf 

CBS FINANCIALS 

https://bethshalom-brandon.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/173/2020/01/CBS-Dec.-2019-PL-vs-Budget-Abbreviated.pdf
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February Oneg Schedule 

 

There can be no joy without food and drink. ð Talmud, 
Moôed Katan  

THANK YOU!  to the following people who will 
host an oneg Shabbat in February. 

 
ž Feb. 7: Stephanie & Rob Ferry will host the 
oneg as a temple mitzvah. 
 
ž Feb. 14: Anita Clifford will host the oneg as a 
temple mitzvah. 
 
ž Feb. 21: This date is currently unfilled. 
 
ž Feb. 28: Suzie & Mitch Baylis will host the oneg 
in honor of their anniversary. 
 
On behalf of the Oneg Committee, I want to  express our 
appreciation to our February oneg hosts for stepping up 
to help out. Also, Mazel Tov to Suzie & Mitch who will 
be celebrating their anniversary! 
 
If you have any questions or are interested in hosting an 
oneg, please contact us (Judith 856-816-2174, and Anna 
707-628-5399). 
 
Anna Feldman & Judith Pliner  

Upcoming Dates To Remember 
 

ž Saturday, Feb. 1, 10 a.m.: Taste of Tanakh, 

ñ(Parshat Bo): Tefillin A Sign Upon Your Hand and a 

Symbol Before Your Eyes.ò Details on page 6.  

 

ž Sunday, Feb. 2, 7 p.m.: Weôre Not Getting Any 

Younger series, part 2. More information on page 6.  

 

ž Sunday, Feb. 9, 9:30 a.m.: Religious school 

TuBôShevat celebration. Open to all congregants and 

friends. More information on page 7.  

 

ž Sunday, Feb. 9, 5:30 p.m.: Dinner With The 

Tribe. More information on page 5. 

 

ž Tuesday, Feb. 11, 6:30 p.m.: Ladies Night Out. 

Mainstream Boutique, 111232 Sullivan Street, River-

view. More information on page 9.  

 

ž Sunday, Feb. 16, 3 p.m.: Letôs Chat, ñJews and the 

Environment.ò More information on page 6.  

 

ž Sunday, Feb. 16, 5 p.m.: Pot-

luck dinner and special ñMeet the 

Authorò event. More information 

on page 4.  

 

ž Monday, Feb. 17, 7 p.m.: Weôre Not Getting Any 

Younger series, part 3. More information on page 6.  

 

ž Saturday, Feb. 22, 5:30 p.m.: 

Roaring ô20s Gala, Elks Lodge of Bran-

don, 800 Centennial Drive, Brandon. 

More information on page 10.  

 

ž Friday, Feb. 28, 7:30 p.m.: Shab-

bat Torah service. More information on 

page 5.  

 

�’��Friday, March 6, 7:30 p.m.: ñA 
Celebration of Educationò special Shab-
bat service. More details on page 7. 
 

ž Tuesday, March 10, 6:30 p.m.: 

Ladies Night Out. Riverôs Edge Bar & Grill, 6626 Ohio 

Avenue, Gibsonton. More information on page 9. 

 

ž Monday, March 16, at 6 p.m.: Page Turners. 
 

Religious Education Calendar, page 7; 

Full calendar, page 15 


