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Why do we do Yizkor? 

Elie Wiesel wrote of his first trip back to his home village of Sighet, 

where almost no Jews were left: ñI met a Jew, one of the rare survivors, 

and we walked through the cemetery of Sighet. óTo be a Jew,ô I asked, 

ówhat does it mean to you? Does it mean turning your heart into a 

cemetery? óNo,ô my companion said. óThe heart of a man is a 

sanctuaryé To be a Jew is to fill the sanctuary with light, without 

betraying the cemetery.ôò (Rabbi David Stern in Yizkor: Memory and 

Memorializing in Judaism, ed. Rabbi Lawrence A. Hoffman) 

What a beautiful and perfect description of Yizkor, the memorial 

service that takes place on key Jewish festivals, most notably for us, on Yom Kippur. We fill the 

sanctuaryðthe walls of our building, our own hearts, and our own livesðwith light; with our 

commitment to the rituals of our tradition, with a love that is stronger than death, with our 

dedication to honor the past in the names we pass on to our children, in the tzedakah we give in 

memory, in the values we inherit and exhibit. In embracing the lives we have been given, the 

foundations of which generations of our family have laid for us, we fill the sanctuary with light. 

We live fully ï without betraying the cemetery. 

Why on Yom Kippur, this holiest of days? On a day in which we evaluate who we are and who 

we wish to become ï how can we not remember those who came before us?  Parents, spouses, 

siblings, children, friends who live no longeré all of their lives are intertwined with ours, have 

shaped us and molded us. The act of memory that is at the heart of yizkor is especially poignant 

on a day in which we are acutely aware of our own mortality, our own frailty. 

How do we do Yizkor? 

The expanded Yizkor prayers that are included in Mishkan HaNefesh reflect the diversity of 

our relationships with music of consolation, words of healing, and moments of silence.  We will, 

of course, read the names submitted to be in the yizkor book.  In addition, I invite you once 

again to submit a memory of a loved one on a yizkor card. A teaching, a moment of humor, the 

advice she ñalwaysò gave, the precious memory you hold dear. In interweaving these words 

(anonymously) we strengthen our bonds with the real people whom we remember, and invite 

them to be fully present in our midst through the blessing of memory. There are other ways to 

honor those you remember: through purchasing a yahrtzeit plaque, dedicating a prayer book in 

their honor, or giving tzedakah in their name, you engage in sacred acts honoring your loved 

ones. 

And what happens after Yizkor?  

Beth Shalom has begun to look seriously at the question of a congregational cemetery ï a place 

where our members and their families ï can be laid to rest with dignity in a Jewish setting.  

Traditionally one of the first things that Jewish communities see to, it demands our attention.  

As we commit to the annual ritual of the yizkor service on Yom Kippur, so must we commit to a 

place for our loved ones to be buried, a place that will remain for generations to come. If you 

are interested in learning more, or wish to discuss arrangements for yourself or your family 

members, please be in touch with me. 

Michael, Gideon, Aaron and Hannah join me in wishing all of you a Shanah Tovah 
UôMetukah ï A year of sweetness, blessing and joy.   
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Congregation Beth Shalom provides a meaningful spiritual home for people of all ages and levels of 
knowledge, a place to learn and to question, a place to worship and to celebrate, and a place to find a com-
munity that cares.   We offer:  

] Friday worship services at 7:45 PM 

] Religious school pre-kindergarten through tenth grade  

] Complete Bônai Mitzvah preparation  

] Youth group programming  

] Adult Education classes  
] Community-wide events, including Mitzvah Day 
 

The Worry Gene 

This is the last of my four-part series about my 

grandparentsô wisdom. 

My  momôs dad, Grandpa Max, was a very kind 

and warm individual. I fondly remember long 

walks along East River Drive eating frozen 

Milky Way bars and watching his beloved Mets. 

He also gave me my biggest obstacle in life: the 

dreaded worry gene. 

For the 30 percent of you who have the same tendency, you 

know what life is ï the constant concern, dread of the unknown, 

and hypothesizing all the possible outcomes. I had to learn how 

to ñjust do itò and not to be overly concerned about the ñifs.ò I 

have had to steady my nerves and  keep on walking forward. It is 

not easy. 

Why bring this up? From this I got a tremendous gift from which 

our temple family can learnðEMPATHY FOR OTHERS. 

We all have our quirks and issues as humans. Just like I worry 

too much; we have addictions, bad behaviors, phobias, and other 

anxieties in our temple. We all have something that is ñnot 

normal.ò We all struggle with life so we should be tolerant and 

have empathy for others. Why be critical, intolerant and negative 

when everyone is doing the best they can. Be understanding of 

peopleôs struggle. 

Our temple family is here to give all a spiritual and emotional 

hug. The Jewish people have always struggled collectively and 

individually. Being kind, compassionate and understanding of  

others is a value CBS will continually strive for. I know I do.  The 

worry gene has taught me to understand otherôs angst. 

 As of this writing, the Mets are in first. My grandpa is not happy 

ï he is chewing his nails concerned about every inning and the 

bad calls from the umpire. I hope he knows we have instant 

replay now.   

 

OUR FUTURE IS BRIGHT, 

 and 

 THE FUTURE IS YOU! 

From the President - Jeff Newman High Holy Days 

Programming 

Selichot  

Selichot Service: Sat. Sept. 5, 7 p.m.  

Rosh Hashanah 

Erev Rosh Hashanah:  Sun. Sept. 13, 8 p.m. 

Rosh Hashanah Morning Service:  Mon. Sept. 14, 
10 a.m. 

Tashlich Service: Mon. Sept. 14 following morning 
service 

Children's Service:  Mon. Sept. 14, 4 p.m. 

Rosh Hashanah 2nd Day:  Tues. Sept. 15, 10 a.m.  

(Followed by Pancake Breakfast) 

Memorial Service, Sun. Sept. 20, 10 a.m.  

(Hillsboro Memorial Gardens) 

Yom Kippur 

Kol Nidre: Tues. Sept. 22, 8 p.m. 

Yom Kippur Morning: Wed. Sept 23, 10 a.m. 

Study Session: Wed. Sept 23 Following morning 
service 

Children's Service: Wed. Sept 23, 2:30 p.m. 

Yom Kippur Afternoon: Wed. Sept 23, 4 p.m. 

Yizkor Memorial Service: Wed. Sept 23, 5:45 
p.m.* 

Ne'ilah Conclusion: Wed. Sept 23, 6:30 p.m.* 

Break the Fast: Wed. Sept 23, 7:15 p.m.* 

* Start times are approximate. 

Note: The Temple office will be closed  

September 14-15 for Rosh Hashanah, and on 

September 23 for Yom Kippur.  
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*********** 

Mags Oldman, Administrative Director 

813-681-6547 Å cbs-admin@hotmail.com 

Office hours:  

subject to change without notice 
Mon & Fri 10 a.m.- 2 p.m. 
Tue & Thurs Noon-4 p.m. 
Wed 1 p.m. - 5 p.m. 

Weekly Email Blast submissions 

bethshalominfo@gmail.com 

eBlast deadline is Wednesday at 6:00pm 

September Dates to Remember 

Á Saturday, September 5, 7:00PMðSelichot Play & 
Service 

Á Saturday, September 12, Parents Night Out 

Á Friday, September 18, 7:45PMðI am Jewish Panel & 
Simcha Shabbat 

Á Monday, September 21, 6:00PMï Page Turners 

Á Tuesday, September 24, 6:00PMï Dinner with the 
Tribe 

Á Saturday, September 26, 4:00PM - Raise the Sukkah 

Á Sunday, September 27 
9:45AM - Torah Tots Service, followed by snack and 

an art project.   

6:00PM - A Taste of Sukkot 

Á Wednesday, September 30, 6:15PMð Sukkot Under 
the Stars 

Religious Education Calendar, page 7;  

Full calendar, page 15  

September Oneg 

Schedule 

There can be no joy without food and  

drink. ð Talmud, Moôed Katan 

THANK YOU! to the following people 

who will host an Oneg Shabbat in September. 

September 4 Joan Frankel in honor of [what?] 

September 11 Sheila and Errol Fishman as a Temple 
  Mitzvah. 

September 18 Carol Wagner in memory of Gertrude and 
  Philip Sklar (parents)  

September  25 Toby Koch and Alan Weiss in honor of 
  Alanôs birthday. 

 
SIGN UP TO SPONSOR AN ONEG! 

Contact Judith Pliner at (813) 436-0080 or email her at 

gp@pliner-inc.com if you are interested in hosting an Oneg. 

Thanks to everyone who is helping out with the Onegs in 

September and in the upcoming months. 

Your Oneg Committee, 

Anna Feldman, Judith Pliner, Anita Hoffman  

and Melissa Villasin�� 

Marriage, Family, &  
Individual Counseling 

vw 

Adolescents  13 Yrs Old to Adults 

vw 

Evening & Weekend Hours 

vw 

Most Major Insurance  
Accepted 813-681-7441 

108 Mason St., Brandon, FL 

�&�]�v���������^���}�v���&���������}�}�l�J 
�^�����Œ���Z�W�����}�v�P�Œ���P���Ÿ�}�v�������š�Z���^�Z���o�}�u���}�(�������Œ���v���}�v 

Shabbat Shuvah 

"I am Jewish" Panel  

Friday, September 18,  7:45 p.m. 

ñI am Jewishòðthese were the last words of 

Wall Street Journalist Daniel Pearl, who 

was brutally murdered in Pakistan in 2002. His parents have 

edited a collection of essays on Jewish identity, entitled "I am 

Jewish."  

For many years, on Shabbat Shuvah (the special Shabbat between 

Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur), CBS has invited several 

congregants to reflect on what the words "I am Jewish" mean to 

them. This yearôs panelists will be Seth Dugan, Renate Greenfield 

and Vickie Goldberg. 


