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From the Rabbi  By: Rabbi Betsy Torop  

Still Journeying Together . . .  

For those of you who were present on Rosh Hashanah, you may 

recognize these words ï ñstill journeying togetherò ï as the second 

half of my six-word story* about Beth Shalom. We are a young 

congregation ï just 25 years old, in our ñearly adulthood.ò  Like most 

25-year-olds, we have done much, and we still have much more to do. 

Weôre still on our way. How appropriate this idea is to the holiday of Sukkot, which begins on 

Wednesday, October 8. Sukkot is the ultimate holiday of journey, recalling the fragility and the 

joy that our ancestors experienced when they were on their way  to the Promised Land, to the 

next stage of the journey of the Children of Israel. We will celebrate this holiday of journeying 

on Wednesday night with a family celebration (hay rides, sômores, campfire) at Sukkah Under 

the Stars. And on Saturday, October 11, I hope everyone will join us for Havdalah in the Hut, 

featuring the Giving Tree Drum Circle. Drum circles are for people of all ages, backgrounds 

and levels of musical experience: ñIf you have a beating heart, you have a rhythm to share.ò A 

drum circle in the Sukkah is the ultimate reminder that our journey is communal; we bring 

our individual beats and rhythms together as one to make a wonderful sound.  Donôt hide your  

unique beat ï bring it to the Sukkah!  

Guided by Torah . . .  

This was the first half of the six-word story that I told. Every journey needs a map, and ours is 

Torah. We will celebrate our 25th anniversary in many ways ï celebrating the gifts and talents 

that each of you brings and helping every member find a new way to share these gifts with 

Beth Shalom this year. We will recall our unique story through pictures and articles and 

artifacts. But the story of Beth Shalom is part of the larger story of the Jewish people, of 

Torah, and each of us is a part of that history as well. On this Simchat Torah (Wednesday, 

October 15) we want each and every Temple family to be part of recounting the story of 

Torah.  Each of you will receive a section of Torah in English and we invite you to come and 

read the section, accompanied by a visual image that we have selected. We will video each 

family reading their verse or two and show the finished product at our 25 th anniversary 

celebration in the Spring. Imagine not just one person, not just a bar or bat mitzvah student 

reading Torah, but the whole congregation, reading through the story of Torah together. We 

donôt want your family to be a missing piece of our Torah, so please join us! 

Sukkot and Simchat Torah provide a wonderful opportunity to get into the spirit of United 

Together 25.  Guided by Torah ï Still Journeying Together.  If you havenôt submitted your  

particular six -word story of Beth Shalom ï thereôs still time!  I canôt wait to read what you 

come up with. 
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Celebrations Continue  

Á Wednesday, October 8, 6:15PM ðSukkot ðSukkah Under The Stars  

Á Saturday, October 11,  7PM ðHavdalah in the Hut  

Á Sunday, October 12, 9:45AM ðTorah Tots in the Sukkah.  

Á Wednesday, October 15, 7 PM ðSimchat Torah  

Information on all these celebrations inside.  

http://bethshalom-brandon.org/
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Congregation Beth Shalom provides a meaningful spiritual home for people of all ages and levels of 
knowledge, a place to learn and to question, a place to worship and to celebrate, and a place to find a com-
munity that cares.   We offer:  

] Friday worship services at 7:45 PM  

] Religious school pre -kindergarten through tenth grade  

] Complete Bônai Mitzvah preparation  

] Youth group programming  

] Adult Education classes  

] Community -wide events, including Mitzvah Day  
 

The vision that has driven my passion since becoming President 

is finding a way to unite our temple, no matter what  the social, 

financial, spiritual or political standing of each member. I want 

to forge new relationships within our CBS family by schmoozing, 

service and spirit. 

How to accomplish thisé Form a committee!!   

Often hidden in the library of CBS, there is a committee that has 

furiously been making plans on how we are going to 

commemorate our 25th anniversary (and the Rabbiôs too). 

Through the sweat and tears of endless meetings (and my 

droning voice), we have developed a year-long  celebration of 

service that will culminate in all family members coming 

together for a silver anniversary birthday bash ð United 

Together 25 (UT25). 

UT25é 

Our mission is to celebrate Congregation Beth 

Shalomôs past and build our future by encouraging CBS 

members to volunteer gifts of time and talent . 

UT25é 

There is no better way to honor our heritage of hard work and 

comraderie than for all of us to volunteer our time to give back 

and to establish the model  of volunteerism for the next 25. Our 

original families worked tirelessly to establish our Jewish home 

ï now it is our time to establish that the next generation of  

Reform  Jews in our area have a home for their families to thrive 

in.  

UT25é 

 You will hear more about this in the upcoming days and months 

ï through cutting -edge displays, cutting-edge social media, 

cutting -edge phone calls and cutting-edge face-to-face 

discussions. 

UT25é 

The premise is simple ð do the time ( volunteer seven hours of 

busy life) and then do the crime (eat and enjoy yourself way too 

much at our party). We will have lists of what you can do to help 

volunteer. The idea is for you to fit your talents 

with a Temple need. 

UT25   

When your family has ñdone the timeò and 

volunteered the seven hours, you will receive  

blue t-shirts. Our hope is that when we have our 

joyous celebration of food, music, fun and a little "hora"  on 

May 16, everybody will be wearing their t-shirts, signifying 

that all of us have given equally our time and talents to CBS, 

that all have a connection to the past 25 years and a stake in 

the future 25 years. 

THEN  WE  WILL  BE  UNITED 

TOGETHER -25.  

 

OUR FUTURE IS BRIGHT,  

 and  

 THE FUTURE IS YOU!  

From the President  - Jeff Newman  

The temple office is closed on the following 
days: 
Á Thursday, Oct. 9 for Sukkot  
Á Thursday, Oct. 16 for Simchat Torah/   
 Shemini Atzeret 

New! BIBLE and BAGELS  

An opportunity for a lively and participatory look at the 

weekly portion ð along with a nosh, of course.  

November 1: Bible and Bagels: ñJealousy, Anger, Desire ð A 

Typical Jewish Family?ò 

Join us!  
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For current news and events 
see the congregationôs web site: 

http://www.bethshalom -brandon.org  
***********  

Mags Oldman, Administrative Director  

813-681-6547 Å cbs-admin@hotmail.com  

Office hours :  

subject to change without notice 
Mon & Thurs 10 a.m.- 2 p.m. 

Tue & Wed 1 p.m.- 5 p.m. 
Fri 9 a.m.- 1 p.m. 

Weekly  Email Blast  submissions  

bethshalominfo@gmail.com  

eBlast deadline is Wednesday at 6:00pm 

October Dates to Remember!!!!  

Á Friday, October 10, 7:45PM ðShabbat Service  
Led by our 7th-grade religious school class 

Á Saturday, October 11,  7PM ðHavdalah in the Hut  
Live music including a drum circle by Giving Tree Music!  

Á Sunday, October 12, 9:45AM ðTorah Tots in the 
Sukkah. Theme: Itôs Time to say Thank You! 

Á Wednesday, October 15, 7 PM ðSimchat Torah  

(See page 5 for details.) 

Á Saturday, October 18, 6 -10PM ðParents Night Out 
(See page 6 for details) 

Á Friday, October 24 ðSimcha Shabbat  
Celebrating all October birthdays 

Á Sunday, October 26 ðBônai Mitzvah Family 
Program for 7th graders ðThe Value of Community: 
The meaning of Bônai Mitzvah 

Religious Education, page 7; Full calendar, page 15  

SAVE THE DATES  

Á Bible and Bagels: ñJealousy, Anger, DesireðA Typical 
Jewish Family?òðNov. 1 

Á �%�¶�Q�D�L���0�L�W�]�Y�D�K���R�U�L�H�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q��for 6th -grade familiesð
Nov.2 

Á Congregational Shabbat Dinner �² Nov. 7 (Preceded 

by Torah Tots at 5:15pm). RSVP to Temple office by 

10/30.  

October Oneg Schedule  

There can be no joy without food and  

drink.  ð Talmud, Moôed Katan 

THANK YOU!  to the following people who 

will host an Oneg Shabbat in September. 

October 10   The 7th-Grade students will assist 
 Rabbi Torop with Shabbat Service, and parents 
 will host the Oneg in their honor.  

October  17  Denise and Scott Savitt  in honor of their 
 anniversary. 

October 24  Tami and Bob Hahn will be celebrating with 
 Evan as he becomes a Bar Mitzvah, and his class 
 will host the Oneg in his honor.  

October 31   Janet and Jeff Frieman as a Temple Mitzvah.  

SIGN UP TO SPONSOR AN ONEG!  

Anita will be sending out an email reminder with attached 
Oneg instructions to our hosts approximately a week prior to 
their Oneg date. If there are any questions, they can call 
Judith, Anita or me (Judith 436 -0080, Anita 489 -8829 or 
Anna 707-628-5399). 

 **Host ReminderðAlthough the table linens are addressed 
in the instructions, hosts are reminded to return the linens 
prior to the following Oneg so that the next host has clean 
ones.  

Please contact Judith Pliner at 813-436-0080 or email her at 
gp@pliner-inc.com  if you are interested in helping out with 
a future date.  

Your Oneg Committee, 

Anna Feldman, Judith Pliner, Anita Hoffman and Melissa 

Villasin �� 

SUKKOT  

Sukkah Under The Stars  

Wednesday, October 8, 6:15 p.m. 

Á Free event for families. 

Á Fun, family friendly activities includeé 

Á Decorating the Sukkah 

Á Hay Rides 

Á Square Dancing 

Á Bobbing for Applies  

Á Shake the Lulav 

Á Make-your-own-potato Bar 

Á Face painting 

 


