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A Sacred Scrabble Word 

One of the most common Hebrew words is also one of the most 

complex. The word is “mitzvah.” It is so common that it is even 

in the English dictionary! (Which could make it a scrabble word 

if you accept italicized words.) The English dictionary gives two 

definitions – both reflecting the way in which we use the word 

today. Generally we use the word to mean “good deed.” 

Literally, the word means “commandment.” Almost all good 

deeds are commandments, but not all commandments are good deeds. (For example, 

it is a mitzvah to light Shabbat candles, but that hardly qualifies as a good deed.) In 

reality, both definitions are a bit inadequate.  “Good deed” diminishes the weight of a 

mitzvah, reducing it to the basic human acts of decent behavior. “Commandment” 

seems impersonal and removed, implying obligation with no reference to meaning or 

significance. In reality, a mitzvah is both weighty and personal, elevating us above and 

beyond who we think we are, and with the potential for deep significance. 

Of the many, many definitions of “mitzvah” that try to capture all of these nuances, 

one of the best is that of Rabbi Larry Kushner in The Book of Words. He defines 

mitzvah as “response.” It is our response to the presence of God. It is a definition that 

conveys so much more than “commandment,” and encompasses the possibility of a 

response that is reflected in the way we treat others (the “good deed”). Kushner puts it 

this way: “Consider what you do in response to God’s presence in your life. You may 

not hear a thundering Hallelujah (but) you become aware you are in the Presence. 

What then? Silence? Song? Blessing? Candles? Charity? Study? Reaching out to 

another? Just these are the beginning of the “response.” 

So what does that mean about things like Mitzvah Day (on November 15) or the 

Mitzvah Project we require of our B’nai Mitzvah students? At first glance, the notion 

of a mitzvah as something that can be defined by a ‘day’ or a ‘project’ seems superficial 

– even more so if we understand the doing of a mitzvah as our response to the 

presence of the Holy One. That misses the point.  When we do mitzvot as a Jewish 

community, or as part of a sacred event like a Bar/Bat Mitzvah, we embrace these 

activities as part of our fundamental identity as Jews, people in relationship with God, 

inheritors of an ancient tradition that makes demands on us. 

Few of us need a day or a project to require us to give to charity, to walk for causes we 

agree with, to donate resources and time to organizations that are precious to us. But 

the point of Mitzvah Day is to go a step beyond what we normally do. Mitzvah Day is 

the chance to serve the broader world as a Jewish community – because responding to 

God requires that we respond to God’s creations. It is an opportunity to illustrate to 

the general community that being a Jew compels us to care for others – to feed the 

hungry, to comfort the elderly, to provide for children, to care for those who are often 

marginalized. Mitzvah Day is our chance to act as a community with a singular voice 

and a common purpose that will hopefully motivate and inspire us when November 15 

is just a distant memory. A day for good deeds – yes.  A day to fulfill a commandment 

– yes.  But most of all, a day to respond to the God who wants us to be in relationship 

with the Holy, and to be in relationship with each other.  I look forward to joining you 

all on November 15 in the work of repairing the world, one step at a time. 

November 2015 

Volume 26, Issue 6 

Congregation Beth Shalom 
706 Bryan Road    Brandon, FL 33511 

Phone (813) 681-6547, Fax (813) 681-7517 

www.BethShalom-Brandon.org 

From the Rabbi 

http://bethshalom-brandon.org/


Page 2 

Congregation Beth Shalom provides a meaningful spiritual home for people of all ages and levels of 
knowledge, a place to learn and to question, a place to worship and to celebrate, and a place to find a com-
munity that cares.   We offer:  

 Friday worship services at 7:45 PM 

 Religious school pre-kindergarten through tenth grade  

 Complete B’nai Mitzvah preparation  

 Youth group programming  

 Adult Education classes  
 Community-wide events, including Mitzvah Day 
 

The Reset Button 

CBS just celebrated Simchat Torah the other 

night. There was music, singing, dancing by all 

who were present. Families came to the bimah 

together to read their portion of the torah. It 

was a warm, festive, family event. 

We read the last portion of Torah with one 

scroll, then we read the first part of Torah with another scroll. 

We did a reset of Jewish history and laws in 10 minutes. Old 

year into new year – a reset of religion, a reset of life. 

I have always believed that life is a continuum of our previous 

actions and experiences. We use these as the building blocks of 

our journey–the foundation of the path we follow. Once those 

foundations are cemented, it is difficult to change paths. 

Simchat Torah shows us we can change our foundation. We can 

reset our lives and take a different look at the past we have 

cemented. 

I have a severe aversion to pain. In the past, when I was achy, I 

would just let the pain consume my life. I would allow pain to 

strip my persona, I would be okay with it. 

I still have an aversion to pain, but I am taking a different look 

on how I handle it. Slowly, I am not allowing the pain to 

consume me and I am incrementally rebuilding one of my 

foundations. My path will be altered for the better. I am taking 

the same information and resetting my world. 

Reset your world by refocusing on Jewish teachings or by re-

examining patterns that you want to change. We get this chance 

at Simchat torah by starting anew. 

 Have you pressed your reset button today? 

 

OUR FUTURE IS BRIGHT, 

 and 

 THE FUTURE IS YOU! 

From the President - Jeff Newman 

NEW ADULT EDUCTION CLASS THIS MONTH 

Class Size, Testing and Behavior Plans:   

What does Judaism Have to Say? 

Tuesday nights, 7:30 – 9:00pm November 10, 17, 24 

Education is in the news almost daily as society struggles 

with how to prepare our kids to compete in a global world.  

What is the value of testing?  How should students treat 

teachers?  How should teachers respond to difficult stu-

dents?  If you are a teacher, work in a school, or care about 

education, join us to look at Jewish stories, ancient texts, 

and historical examples for insight into this important topic. 

MITZVAH DAY 

Sunday, November 15, 2015 

LIKE CHICKEN SOUP FOR THE SOUL 

Find CBS on Facebook! 

Search: Congregation Beth Shalom of  Brandon 
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The Kibbitzer 
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Published Monthly by 

Congregation Beth Shalom 
706 Bryan Road 

Brandon, FL 33511 
Phone 813-681-6547 

Fax 813-681-7517 
Email: cbs-admin@hotmail.com 

 
Email and articles for publication: 

Kibbitzer706@verizon.net 
 

For current news and events 
see the congregation’s web site: 

http://www.bethshalom-brandon.org 
*********** 

Mags Oldman, Administrative Director 

813-681-6547 • cbs-admin@hotmail.com 

Office hours:  

subject to change without notice 
Mon & Fri 10 a.m.- 2 p.m. 
Tue & Thurs Noon-4 p.m. 

Wed 1 p.m. - 5 p.m. 

Weekly Email Blast submissions 

bethshalominfo@gmail.com 

eBlast deadline is Wednesday at 6:00pm 

November Dates to Remember 

 Wed—Sun. Nov 4—8, URJ Biennial 

 Sunday, November 8, 9:30AM—2/3 Grade Religious 
School Program: "Being a Mitzvah Hero” 

 Monday, November 9, 7:30PM—Page Turners 

 Sunday, November 15—Mitzvah Day! 

 Monday, November 16, After 5:30PM—Dinner with 
the Tribe at Bonefish Grill 

 Friday, November 20, 7:45PM—Shabbat Service 
(Simcha Shabbat) 

Religious Education Calendar, page 7;  

Full calendar, page 15  

November Oneg 

Schedule 

There can be no joy without food and  

drink. — Talmud, Mo’ed Katan 

THANK YOU! to  the follow ing  people 

who will host an Oneg Shabbat in November. 

Nov. 6:   Ira Ratner will host the Oneg in honor of his 
 70th birthday. 
  
Nov. 13:   Randi & Daniel Lannak will host the Oneg in 
 honor of their son, Ben, who will be 
 celebrating his Bar Mitzvah. 
  
Nov. 20:   Seth & Paige Dugan will be hosting the Oneg 
 in honor of their son, Micah, who will be 
 celebrating his Bar Mitzvah. 
  
Nov. 27:   Anna Brubaker & Keren Vergon are hosting the 
 Oneg in honor of their birthdays. 
 

SIGN UP TO SPONSOR AN ONEG! 

Contact Judith Pliner at (813) 436-0080 or email her at 

gp@pliner-inc.com if you are interested in hosting an Oneg. 

Thanks to everyone who is helping out with the Onegs in 

November and in the upcoming months. 

Your Oneg Committee, 

Anna Feldman, Judith Pliner, Anita Hoffman  

and Melissa Villasin  

Marriage, Family, &  
Individual Counseling 

 

Adolescents  13 Yrs Old to Adults 

 

Evening & Weekend Hours 

 

Most Major Insurance  
Accepted 813-681-7441 

108 Mason St., Brandon, FL 

 Who wants to save a life a life 

without any effort on your 

part?  All you have to do is stick 

your arm out and keep it out for a 

few minutes. Easy, right?  Mitzvah 

Day is almost here and what 

better way to save someone’s life 

than to donate a unit of your 

blood.  The annual CBS Mitzvah 

Day Blood Drive is once again happening at 

Congregation Beth Shalom from 8am - noon, 

November 15, aka Mitzvah Day.  Please sign up in the 

synagogue to donate a unit of your blood for a great 

cause.  Statistics show that the majority of people will 

receive a blood transfusion in their lifetime.  So, this 

donation could be saving someone you already know.   

MITZVAH DAY BLOOD DRIVE 

http://netmail.verizon.net/webmail/%22http:/mailto:gp@pliner-inc.com%22
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Committees/Chairpersons 

Building/Capital Fund  

Peter Jacobson 

Building & Grounds 

Seth Dugan* 

Caring 

Open 

Finance 

Jon Ellis* 

Fundraising 

Open* 

Lifelong Learning 

Adult—Sheila Fishman* 

Long-Range Planning 

Open* 

Membership 

Phyllis Newman* 

Oneg 

Anna Feldman, Anita Hoffman,  

Judith Pliner 

Publicity 

Milt Newman 

Ritual 

Cynthia Goldstein* 

Social Action 

Marla Smith 

Youth Education 

Michelle McCormick* 

Youth Group 

Advisor—Mags Oldman* 

President—Justin Shaw 

* Ex-officio voting Board member  

OTHER PROGRAMS 

CBS Players 

Anna Brubaker, Joel Edelson 

CBS Singles Over 50 

Anita Clifford 

Chavurah 

Phyllis Newman 

Dinner with the Tribe 

Judy Jacobson 

Email Blast 

Mags Oldman 

Going Green 

Jim  & Sandee Pelk 

Kibbitzer/Bulletin Editor 

Suzanne Jones 

Kolot Shalom Choir 

Joan Frankel 

Library 

Anita Hoffman 

Page Turners 

Toby Koch 

Webmaster 

Sarah Meyers 

Yarn Mavens 

Phyllis Newman 

Join with CBS in offering congratulations and recognition to the 
following members on their accomplishments: 

MAZELS 

 Mazel Tov to Becca Smith, for being accepted into UCF, USF, and UT! 

 Mazel Tov to Justin Shaw, for being accepted into UCF! 

 Mazel Tov to Andrew Pelk, for being inducted into the Science National Honor 

Society! 

 Mazel Tov to Jordan Oppolo for accepted into USF St. Pete! 

 Mazel Tov to Amy Weinstein for being our nominee for the 2015 Bobbe 

Karpay Woman of Distinction! 

 Mazel Tov to Isabel & Jon Ellis for being honored with the Maril Jacobs Todah 

Rabah Award at the TJCC & Fed Community Leadership Awards on Nov. 5. 

 

KUDOS 

 Kudos  to Dave Friedman for taking down the sukkah! 

 Kudos to Sheila Fishman and the Lifelong Learning Committee for a 

wonderful and delectable Scholar in Residence weekend! 

 Kudos to Tiffany Feldman for baking challah with the Religious School and 

aleph bet cookies with the K/1 class 

 Kudos to Seth Dugan & Michael Barnett for handling the downed tree in our 

parking lot! 

 Kudos to Lea Garbett for enhancing our B'nai Mitzvah Handbook! 

 Kudos to Anthony Lamattina, Michael Barnett & Michelle McCormick for 

expanding our Chanukah Tile Mural! 

 Kudos to Kate Swedlow for transforming our Sanctuary for the Night of 

Chocolate! 

 Thank you to everyone who helped set up, break down, and/or 

provided food, housing, or transportation for our Scholar in 

Residence program! 

 Thank you to the Lannak Family for the donation of two new 

ADA accessible picnic tables in honor of Ben becoming Bar 

Mitzvah! 

Congregation Beth 

Shalom is now 

participating in 

Amazon Smile — it’s 

an easy way for CBS 

members, family 

and friends to 

support the temple. 

As you are gearing up for the holidays, 

Simply use the following link: http://

smile.amazon.com/ch/59-3026396 and 

shop away.  Amazon will donate a 

percentage of your purchase back to the 

temple. 

CBS LIBRARY UPDATE 

Thank you to Christine 

Stockelman and Jerilyn and 

Murray Dimant for their 

donations of books for the CBS 

Library. Bookends are still needed 

in the library.  If you have any 

that you are no longer using, 

please drop in the temple library. 

.Anita Hoffman,   

Congregation Beth Shalom 

Librarian 



Are You Supporting our 
Commercial Advertisers? 

Since revenue from our commercial advertisers helps to 

defray the cost of printing and distributing The Kibbitzer, 

we urge all of our readers to patronize our 

commercial advertisers and, when you see them, 

to thank them. W ithout them , Congregation Beth 

Shalom of Brandon would not be able to publish 

The Kibbitzer in print and online. 

Lifelong Learning—Sheila Fishman 

MITZVAH DAY  

SUNDAY,  
NOVEMBER 15 

 

Mitzvah Day is an opportunity for the entire 
CBS family to dedicate one day to performing 
selfless acts of kindness in our community.   
Together we will transform our values and 
words into actions and set a positive example 
for our children, each other and our 
community.  

Thank YOU for volunteering! 

9:00-10:00 Sign-in, Breakfast,  
  Welcome 

10:00  Begin your Mitzvah Day   
  experience 

The BloodMobile will be on site from 8:00AM 
– Noon.  PLEASE DONATE.  It is better to 
make an appointment for either before or after 
your activity. We have guaranteed the Blood 
services a minimum of 15 donators. Please 
contact Pam Provenzano at 
ptprovenzano@gmail.com. 

Here are some of the wonderful Mitzvah Day 
volunteer opportunities available this year: 

 JCC Food Bank 
 Seeds of Hope 
 Winthrop Community Garden 
 The Bridges ALF 
 Emeritus 
 Care Bags: 
 Youth Group vs. Special Olympics 

Basketball Game 
 CBS food pantry 
 Blood Mobile 

 

Questions? Call or email Marla at 813-546-4018 
or marlasmith914@gmail.com. 

Rabbi Torop will be presenting a new 

series on the following Tuesday 

evenings: November 10, 17, and 24 

from 7:30p.m. to 9:00p.m. The 

course of study is entitled, Class Size, 

Testing and Behavior Plans: What does Judaism 

Have to Say? The Ra bbi notes tha t edu ca tion is 

in the news almost daily as society struggles with how to 

prepare our kids to compete in a global world.  She will 

be seeking answers to several questions with attendees.  

For example: What is the value of testing? How should 

students treat teachers?  How should teachers respond to 

difficult students?  If you are a teacher, work in a school, 

or care about education, join us to look at Jewish stories, 

ancient texts, and historical examples for insight into this 

important topic. 

In addition, on Sunday, March 20, 2015, at 4 p.m., the 

lifelong Learning Committee with be hosting Bill 

Israel. His presentation on that date w ill be a 

basic introduction to Jewish Genealogy. The program 

will provide an overview of what genealogy is all about, 

and how Jewish genealogy is different and presents 

unique challenges in family history research. Jewish 

immigration to America will be reviewed from colonial 

times to the present, and some widely believed myths 

about Jewish genealogy will be dispelled (the inspectors 

did not change anyone’s name at Ellis Island). Several 

readily available and easy to use tools, techniques and 

resources for genealogical research will be identified and 

demonstrated.  Examples will be shown of a variety of 

current and historical genealogical documents. The 

presentation, if time permits, will include doing some 

actual research on ancestors of persons in the audience. 

The program will be followed by Dinner with the Tribe. 
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WWW.REFORMJUDAISM.ORG 

Have you been here?  A wonderful resource for all things related 

to Reform Judaism!  Jewish Life, Practice, Holidays, Traditions, 

Learning, Social Justice, Israel...even a glossary! 
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KOLOT SHALOM NOTES 
Mitzvah Day is soon upon us. If you enjoy singing, 

whether you are in the choir or not, why not join 

us on Nov. 15th to brighten the lives of the 

residents of The Bridges. We’ll have a great time 

singing songs from the 30’s, 40’s, 50’s, 60’s, and 

70’s. 

Come and join our sing-a-long. Plan on meeting at 

the Temple at 9:00AM for a brief warm-up and 

we’ll sing 10:15 – 11:30AM at the Bridges.  This is 

sure to be a fun gig for the audience as well as the 

performers. 

Next Choir services will be on Friday, November 

13 and December 11.Keep singing! 

B’vracah, 
 Joan Frankel 

For further information and to sign up for our Mitzvah 

Sing-A-Long, call Joan Frankel at (813) 938-4123 or 

(941) 539-4324. 

  

 
CBS presents  

An Evening of Art & Auction 
in connection with 

Special Olympics of Hillsborough County 

Hold this date on your calendar for a great, fun event. 

Saturday, February 27, 2016 ~ 7:00 pm  

Silent auction items currently include  

Disney tickets, Dali Museum tickets, Bok Gardens trip, 
the list keeps growing. 

Help us reach our goals . . . .we are in need of more items 
to add to our list!  

If you have a vacation home,  
how about donating a week’s stay? 

Have unused gift cards around the house  
– we can surely use them! 

Check your closets for new items that you don’t need,  
and donate them.  

Ask “business owner” friends and neighbors to donate a 
gift card or item. 

~     ~     ~     ~     ~ 
Be a sponsor for this event for only $50 per  ad  

Acknowledge a family member, promote a business, send 
a personal shout out, etc. 
 (Business card size ad) 

 
~     ~     ~     ~     ~ 

Join us at our next planning meeting Wed. Nov 11 at 6:15 
pm at the tem ple.  

If you can’t attend the planning meeting, but would like 
to help out in any way, 

e-mail the committee: Artafterdark2016@gmail.com 

B’nai Mitzvah Tutoring 
Contact Keren Vergon at  

813-785-6324 or kvergon@verizon.net. 

Bar/Bat Mitzvah Listings—Share Your Joy! 

If you would like to have information on your child ’ s 

upcoming Bar or Bat Mitzvah listed in The Kibbitzer,  

please submit an article and picture ( digital if 

possible )  to kibbitzer706@verizon.net by the second 

Friday of the month prior to your service. 

Retirement is a journey. 

Not a destination. 

3447 Brook Crossing Dr. 
Brandon, FL 33511 

A sound financial plan starts with knowing what you are 

planning for. Call me today to discuss your retirement 

dreams and how you may be able to achieve them. 

Hank Mart, ChFC®, CASL®
 

Financial Advisor 

813-486-3709 

Hank.Mart@investmentcenters.com 

Securities, advisory services and insurance products are offered 

through Investment Centers of America, Inc. (ICA), and member 

FINRA/SIPC and a Registered Investment Advisor, and affiliated 

insurance agencies. ICA and Focus Wealth Strategies, LLC are 

separate companies. 
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Education - Amy Weinstein  Important November Dates 

11/1 RS & Torah Tots 
11/4 Hebrew & Confirmation 
11/8 RS & 2/3 family program 
11/11 Hebrew 
11/15 Mitzvah Day 
11/18 Hebrew & Confirmation 
11/22 No RS (TBJEC in-service) 
11/25 No Hebrew (Thanksgiving week) 
11/29 No RS (Thanksgiving week) 

Each fall, it is all about the High Holidays! 

Our classes have had great diverse learning. Our younger 

students connected Torah portion themes to the 

holidays, including art projects. We had “Tootsie Roll 

Torahs,” Jonah and the whale along with a variety of 

Sukkahs. Our 4th and 5th graders baked their own round 

challahs and our K/1 class baked Hebrew letter shaped 

cookies (thanks to Tiffany Feldman). Our 7th graders 

made in-depth projects combining the concept Tikkun 

olam with Sukkot. Joan Frankel’s music program adds a 

lot of excitement to our curriculum. She has been 

working on songs with Hebrew letters and body parts for 

younger groups. Our older classes have been working 

with her on Torah Trope, and Havah Nagilah as we 

prepared for SImchat Torah.  They also began to learn 

the Hora. 

Our 3rd annual Sukkot under the Stars event was held on 

September 30. It was very well attended. We had music, 

crafts, games and food- including s’mores! I was very 

pleased that many Torah Tot families with pre-school 

children attended.  We saw some familiar faces of 

members without school age children as well. I would 

like to thank Michelle McCormick and the Parent 

Association Sukkot Committee for a wonderful evening, 

Our 7th graders led us in worship on Shabbat. They did a 

fabulous job with leading the congregation in prayer as 

well as giving us their insightful take on the Torah 

portion. Nicely done, 7th grade. Thanks to their teacher, 

Dan Weinstein, and aide, Jaime Goodman. We 

appreciate the time and commitment you show toward 

our students. Shout out to our 7th grade parents for 

sponsoring the Oneg that evening. 

Parent Association meets regularly. We have about a 

dozen parents attend. We are currently planning for 

Chanukah.  Ideas for fundraising and working with Art 

after Dark are main topics as well. Please contact 

Michelle McCormick to get involved! 

As always, please don’t hesitate to contact me if you have 

any questions/concerns/comments regarding your 

child’s religious education at Congregation Beth Shalom. 

Amy Weinstein- awine007@msn.com  (813)685-7064 

BeSTY BEAT 

BESTY Calendar: 

Nov 15: Mitzvah Day—we’ll be 
participating as a group, helping out with 
the Special Olympics kids! 

December 5: Parents Night Out and TYG Hang Out—we 
raise a little money, give some parents some down time, and then 
we get to hang out and have some fun! 

December 12: Dan Nichols in Concert at Beth Am —we’ll 
have dinner, and head over together for a night of music! 

December 19: BESTY Post-Chanukah Chanukah Exchange 
and Lock-in!  We spread the Chanukah joy a little longer with our 
own gift exchange and sleepover!  

 

 

 

Phone: 813-400-3609 

www.DoogieEntertainment.com 

E-mail: Doogie@DoogieEntertainment.com 

Weddings 

Bar/Bat Mitzvahs 

Children’s parties 

80’s & 90’s video parties 

Office Parties 

PA system rental/set-up 

  

DJ and Party Services 

Doogie Entertainment 

Pleased to offer a 10% discount on services to members of Congregation Beth Shalom 

Have you seen our updated hand-painted tile wall yet?  They 

look spectacular!  Can you find yours?  Go check it out!  Near 

the  north entrance behind the pergola! 

mailto:awine007@msn.com
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Still Collecting Care Items! 

The Social Action Committee has placed a plastic bin in 

the hallway for our congregants to help fill with small 

toiletries and small bottles of water for our CARE bags. 

The toiletries are the size of those you get in hotels (hint 

hint), or a little larger. These may include shampoo, 

soap, skin cream, deodorant, toothpaste, toothbrush, 

comb, sanitary items etc. We are also collecting small 

bottles of water, small bags of peanuts, peanut butter 

crackers. Start contributing now and help us make this 

project a success. This would be a great way to get your 

kids involved. Give them a few items to place in the bins 

each Sunday when they come in for school. They'll love 

watching the bins fill up and know that they helped. 

December 3 at 7PM  

Women of Distinction  

Held at Schaarai Zedek. This event honors the 
dedicated women leaders of our Jewish community 
organizations. CBS honoree is Amy Weinstein.  

To learn more or purchase tickets, visit http://
www.jewishtampa.com/federation-impact/women-of-
distinction-program. 

SAVE THE DATE 
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Peter A. Jacobson, M.D. 

Internal Medicine & 

Cardiovascular  

Disease 

500 Vonderburg Dr. E 303 

Brandon, FL 33511 

(813) 681-5702 

Membership –Phyllis Newman 

We are very happy to welcome two new families to our 

temple family: 

 Andrea Chassin, who is a nurse educator. 

 Gary and Marcie Glassman, who are respectively a 

claims adjuster and a teacher. 

We hope to see you at temple so that you may enjoy our 

activities. 

Seven of our congregants will be in attendance at this excit-

ing event!  We can’t wait to share what we learn with you! 

The URJ Biennial this time around is right in our backyard, 

and will be an experience of a lifetime!  An added bonus is 

the Presidential Candidate forum on Saturday night moder-

ated by Chuck Todd of Meet The Press!   

JEWISH COMMUNITY RESOURCES 

Tampa Jewish Family Services—www.tjfs.org—813.960.1848 

Tampa JCC/Jewish Federation—www.jewishtampa.com—

813.264.9000 

Tampa Bay Job Links—www.tampa-job-links.org—813.344.0200 

Jewish Press—www.jewishpresstampabay.org—813.871.2332 

Union for Reform Judaism—www.urj.org 

NFTY—www.nfty.org 
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Please Support the  

Professionals and  

Retailers Who Support CBS 

When it’s time to pick a vendor or hire a professional for 

services, keep in mind these generous businesses that 

support CBS.  

 
SPONSORS 

Clarke Automotive Systems 
Dignity Memorial,  

Hillsboro Memorial  
Park & Funeral Home 

Focused Wealth Strate-
gies—Hank Mart 

Murray & Jerilyn Dimant 
Jon & Isabel Ellis 

Stephen & Anna Feldman 
Sheila & Errol Fishman 

Dr. Kathryn Kepes 
Pathways Counseling  

Center 
Gerald & Judith Pliner 

Women's Health &  
Wellness -  

Dr. Stephen Zweibach 
 
 

VENDORS 
Bettydoll maker -  

Betty Liss 
Celebrating Home Décor -  

Jenna Prosser 
Growing Crafty -  
Melissa Villasin 

Mary Kay Cosmetics -  
Julie L. Hunniford 

Pampered Chef 
Park Lane Jewelry -  

Amy Kowalski 
Thirty-One Gifts -  
Melissa Karnowski 

Tupperware Consultant -  
Terrie Donnell 

 
 

IN-KIND SPONSORS 
Anna Feldman 

Bloomingdale Florist 
Bloomingdale Pizza 

Bonefish Grill 
Brandon Honda 
Burger Monger 

California Pizza Kitchen 
Cold Stone Creamery - Brandon 

Costco 
Donna Mart - Le Salon 

Rouge 
Doogie Entertainment - 

 Seth Dugan 
Dunkin Donuts - Blooming-

dale 
First Watch Restaurant 
Fresh Market - Valrico 

Genghis Grill 
Growing Crafty (Melissa 

Villasin) 
Improv Comedy Theater  

& Restaurant 
Jesse's Restaurant 

Julie's Walk-In Closet 
Little Greek Restaurant - 

Valrico 
McDonalds - Bloomingdale 

& Brandon 
Massage Envy 

Next Step Shoes 
P.F. Chang's Clearwater 

Judith Pliner 
Publix 

Red Robin 
Splash Car Wash 
Square 1 Burgers 

Swank Hair Lounge (Melisa 
Davis/Natalie Kozlowski) 

The Alley at Riverview 
Wal-Mart - Bloomingdale & 

Brandon 
Wee Boutique 

Winn Dixie - Apollo Beach 
Winn Dixie - Riverview 

 
 

Thank you to our UT25 Donors 

 

UT25 Patrons 
Carolyn, Eric, Jason & Danielle Miller 

Julie & Marvin Shienbaum 
 

UT25 Friends 
Keith & Debra Balot 

Michael & Virginia Barnett 
Jon & Isabel Ellis 

Errol & Sheila Fishman 
Cynthia Goldstein 

Kathryn Kepes 
Hank & Donna Mart 
The Newman Family 

Gerald & Judith Pliner 
Betsy & Michael Torop 

Stephen Zweibach 
 

UT25 Associates 
ABISA - The Hernandez Family 

Rosalie, Jason, Tahlia & Arielle Boxt 
Brown & Bigelow – Jill Oppolo 

Busy Bee Printing – Beth & Brad Wexler 
Century 21, Realtor– Sarah Meyers 

Donna at LeSalon Rouge – Donna Mart 
Ed Balis & Associates 

Focus Wealth Strategies – Hank Mart 
Family Implant & Cosmetic Dentistry - Sandy & Lee 

Schwartz 
Growing Crafty – Melissa Villasin 

Pathways Counseling Center - David & Rudina Richter 
 

UT25 Mazels 
Gayle & Jeffrey Borgen 

Michelle & Mark Dempsey  
Anna & Steve Feldman 

Joan Frankel  
Dave & Carol Anne Friedman 

Betsy Glickman 
Cynthia Goldstein 
Renate Greenfield  

Anita Hoffman 
The Lannak Family 
Hank & Donna Mart 

The McCormick Family 
The Newman Families 

The Oldman Family 
Pam & Joseph Provenzano 

Eunice Rifkin 
Lauren, Jeff, Justin & Jordan Shaw 

Julie & Marvin Shienbaum 
Steve & Sheila Slavkin 

The Torop Family 

Amy & Dan Weinstein 

Lauren Weisman 

Clifford & Leslie Will 

Thank you to the following businesses and 

friends for their participation in  

Frugal Fashionistaz.  
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The High Holy Day Appeal for 5776 is open through the end of January 2016.  To make a contribution, please contact the 

office.  This does not include donations made through the Book of Remembrance or Adopt-a-Book Campaigns, nor does it 

include non-members.  If there are any errors or omissions to this listing, please notify the office as well. 

SHOMRIM bridge  $1,800 - $3,599 

Chai bridge  $100 - 359 

chavErim Bridge  $18 - 99 

Thank you high holy days  

bridge builders 5776 

TZEDAKAH bridge  $7.200 - 11,999 

Peter & Diane Jacobson 

Errol & Sheila Fishman  

 

Jim & Sandee Pelk 

 

Steve & Sheila Slavkin 

Mitzvah bridge..$360 - $1,799 

Jeffrey & Iylene Miller 

Gerald & Judith Pliner 

Bruce & Janice Sperry 

Betsy & Michael Torop 

Jay & Jisela Bolnick 

Anita Clifford 

Stephen & Anna Feldman 

Mark & Sheryl Finke 

Cynthia Goldstein 

Bill & Jackie Kalbas 

Daniel & Randi Lannak 

Caren Magdovitz 

Anonymous 

Michael & Virginia Barnett 

Russell & Elise Berman 

Jeffrey & Gayle Borgen 

Joel & Laurie Edelson 

Zohar & Sharon Elazar 

David & Carol Anne Friedman 

Monica & Drew Frost 

Barbara Glaser 

Judy Jacobson 

Caren & Robert Katz & Family 

Michael & Michelle McCormick 

Milton & Phyllis Newman 

Mags & Richard Oldman 

David & Rudina Richter 

The Rieger Family 

Shayna & Jonathan Singer 

Brian & Arlene Slater 

Kim & Donny Smoak 

Dan & Amy Weinstein 

David & Linda Young 

Jason & Karen Blanchard 

Barbara Barber 

Joan Frankel 

Betsy Glickman 

Ruth Goldberg 

Larry & Lynn Kaler 

Beth Kennon 

Janice Perelman 

Joe & Pam Provenzano 

James & Lisa Smith 

Jeffrey & Lauren Shaw 

 



Page 12 Donations 

If you wish to designate a gift to a particular purpose, for example, 
Food Bank, Choir, Oneg, Social Action, etc., you may do so by noting as 
such on your payment method or with an accompanying note; 
otherwise, your gift will be used where it is needed most. 

Opportunities: 

 Adopt-A-Book: A dedication label w ill be placed in one of 
our prayer books, to commemorate a simcha or in honor or memory 
of a loved one for just $54. 

 Bricklets:  For as little as $9 you can send a Bricklet Card instead of 
buying a card for birthdays, condolences, etc.  A Bricklet Card in your 
name will be sent to the person you wish stating that a donation has 
been made in his or her name to Beth Shalom to honor the occasion. 

 Tree of Life: The Tree of Life is on the back wall of our  
Sanctuary. An engraved leaf or stone can commemorate many 
simchas, b’nai mitzvah, wedding, birth, graduations, etc. Leaves are 
$180, and stones are $1800. 

 Yahrzeit Plaque: To honor  the death of a loved one, you 
may purchase a plaque that will be cared for in perpetuity for $250. 
The name of the deceased along with their date of death is included 
on the plaque. 

Congregation Beth Shalom accepts donations for many purposes, with a variety of opportunities for donors to support the good works of the 
Temple.  You may contact the office either by phone or email to make a contribution, or head to our website to make a secure online payment  

through a PayPal account or by using a credit card. 

Funds: 

 General Fund (unrestricted): An unrestr icted gift to  the 
General Fund allows the temple to use those funds wherever they 
may be needed most. This fund incorporates contributions 
received from our High Holy Day Appeal, Yahrzeit donations, 
Bricklets, Adopt-A-Book, Tree of Life (unless otherwise indicated) 
and other non-restricted gifts. 

 Building Fund: A fund to ensure the continuing physical 
growth of our spiritual home. Intended for capital improvements 
and major building repairs. 

 Endowment Fund: Gifts to this fund are placed in an 
investment account and temporarily restricted or can be defined/
restricted by the donor. This fund ensures the future of our temple. 

 Religious School Scholarship Fund: These funds w ill be 
made available to Religious School students who are in need of 
tuition assistance, as determined confidentially by the Treasurer. 

 Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund: a fund for  assistance to 
families in need, scholarship assistance, interfaith council, 
Holocaust museum and other endeavors at the Rabbi’s discretion. 

Unless otherwise noted by you, your gift will be acknowledged in the Kibbitzer the month following its receipt.   
If your donation is incorrectly listed or omitted, please notify the temple office immediately.   

Donations listed below were received between  September 16 and October 15. 

GENERAL FUND 

In Loving Memory of Morris Brandewein 

Anita Clifford 

In Loving Memory Eugene Zazulia 

Arnold Zazulia 

In Loving Memory of Leslie Lasky 

Beth Kennon 

In Loving Memory of Regina Isen 

Hedy Sacco 

In Appreciaton 

Hedy Sacco 

In Honor of the the Katz Family 

Stan & Naomi Zarinsky 

Mazel Tov to the Newmans 

Gail & Michael Verlin 

Scholar-in-Residence 

Anonymous 

Anonymous 

Marina Baker 

Anita Clifford 

Stephen  & Elisa Criden 

Jon & Isabel Ellis 

Anna & Steve Feldman 

Mark & Sheryl Finke 

Sheila & Errol Fishman 

Cynthia Goldstein 

Renate Greenfield 

Edwin Guillot 

Scott Hopkins 

Judy Jacobson 

Peter & Diane Jacobson 

Hank & Donna Mart 

Sarah Meyers 

Jeff Newman 

Phyllis & Milt Newman 

Jill Oppolo 

Judith & Gerald Pliner 

David & Rudina Richter 

Dave Rubin 

Christine Stockelman 

Rabbis Betsy & Michael Torop 

 

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

In Appreciation 

Dale Wozniak 

 

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 

Get Well to Dolores Scheps 

Anita Hoffman 

In Appreciation of Rabbi Torop 

Dale Wozniak 

In Loving Memory of Frieda Moravnick 

Eunice Rifkin 

L’Shanah Tovah 

Gary Ronay 

In Loving Memory of  

Herb & Marshall Goldberg 

Ruth Goldberg 
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Birthdays 

The dates listed for the Yahrzeits are adjusted yearly according to the Jewish Calendar and may not 

necessarily coincide with the actual date of death. Names are read for Kaddish at the Shabbat before 

the actual date.  If you would like to have the actual date listed, please contact the temple office at 

681-6547. 

Yahrzeits 

Anniversaries 

11/1 Josef Rosalino Father of Marina Baker 

11/2 Lawrence Bernstein Father of Sheila Slavkin 

11/2 Rose Bond Grandmother of Joanne Ronay 

11/2 Peter Ronay Brother of Gary Ronay 

11/3 Mary Bonifacio Mother of Debbie Balot 

11/4 David Leopold Grandfather of Tami Hahn 

11/4 Rita Dufresne Mother of Laurie Edelson 

11/7 Diane Goodman Mother of Jill Tyree 

11/7 Evelyn Sanders Mother of Sheila Slavkin 

11/8 Rosalie Gwinn Friend of Keren Vergon 

11/10 George Santucci Husband of Sandy Santucci 

11/11 Christa Dempsey Mother of Mark Dempsey 

11/11 Max Hershkowitz Father of Phyllis Newman 

11/11 Mark Kramer Friend of Zsa Lobel 

11/14 Louise Braunstein Grandmother of Hank Mart 

11/15 David Cramer Husband of Laurel Cramer 

11/15 Samuel Richter Grandfather of David Richter 

11/15 Gloria Goldberg Mother of Brenda Gold 

11/16 Philip Smith Father of Owen Smith 

11/16 Stanley Weiss Father of Alan Weiss 

11/16 Marshall Silber Brother of Joanne Ronay 

11/21 Ellen Holschauer Mother of Jerry Holschauer 

11/23 Shirley Malkman Mother of Marla Smith 

11/24 Celia Faber Grandmother of Dale Wozniak 

11/24 Michael Gunn Relative of Jessica Berdit 

11/24 Eleanor Fagan-Blake Grandmother of Jessica Berdit 

11/24 Clara May Grandmother of David Richter 

11/24 Frank Kurtz Father of Pam Provenzano 

11/24 Anette Feldman Mother of Stephen Feldman 

11/24 Minnie Feinberg Cousin of Sophia Brenner 

11/27 Pearl Lasky Grandmother of Michelle Dempsey 

11/27 Estella Sandy"" Kurtz Mother of Pam Provenzano 

11/27 Douglas Miller Brother of Eric Miller 

11/27 Geoffrey Miller Brother of Eric Miller 

11/29 Al Smith Father of Caren Magdovitz 

11/30 Phyllis Jordan Mother of Cynthia Posner 

11/30 Irving Balot Father of Keith Balot 

11/1 Leah Villasin 

11/1 Stephen Feldman 

11/1 Anita Hoffman 

11/2 Olivia Murray 

11/5 Heidi Rojas 

11/5 Jonathan Ellis 

11/6 Abigail Hernandez 

11/6 Michael Meyers 

11/8 David Goldberg 

11/9 Brandon Feldman 

11/9 Ira Ratner 

11/11 Rory Andrews 

11/13 Scott Pitchon 

11/13 Emma Osborn 

11/13 Clifford Will 

11/15 Rachel Pitchon 

11/15 Julie Shienbaum 

11/16 Rabbi Michael Torop 

11/16 Isabel Hernandez 

11/17 Anna Brubaker 

11/18 Madison Oppolo 

11/18 Kayce Powell 

11/18 Jordan Oppolo 

11/19 Linda Young 

11/19 Laurie Noyes 

11/19 Cassandra Cohen 

11/19 William Kalbas 

11/20 Ken Buchman 

11/22 Sarah Baker 

11/23 Sara Goodman 

11/25 Carol Anne Friedman 

11/26 Elizabeth Pelk 

11/26 Karen Goldberg Pitchon 

11/26 Rachel Freedman 

11/28 Laura Kaler 

11/28 Keren Vergon 

11/1 Tami & Robert Hahn 

11/2 David & Linda Young 

11/2 Randi & Daniel Lannak 

11/7 Scott & Kelley Ellis 

11/12 Iylene & Jeffrey Miller 

11/14 Byron & Marina Baker 

11/16 Brandon & Tiffany Feldman 

11/28 Michael & Cheryl Lubin 
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Want to advertise in The Kibbitzer? 

Ad Size        Monthly Rate 10% Discounted 

    (Annual only) 

Bus. Card $20  $216 

1/8 page $30  $324 

1/4 page $40  $432 

1/2 page $50  $540   

Full page $75  $810 

Special rate for CBS Members — 10% off MONTHLY rate 
with six-month commitment. To reserve your place in the 
next issue, e-mail the temple office at  
cbs-admin@hotmail.com or call 681-6547. 

The Babysitter list is open to CBS 
members and their children and 
is not available in the online 
edition.  Please contact the 
Temple Office at cbs-
admin@hotmail.com for 
information on available sitters 
OR to be added to list. 

 
 

FAMILY,  

IMPLANT &  

COSMETIC  

DENTISTRY 
 
 

SANFORD N. SCHWARTZ, 

D.D.S., P.A. 
 

813-684-7888 
 
Email:  
doctor@implantandcosmeticdentistry.com 

 

Web: www.drsandyschwartz.com 

Our Philosophy: 
To provide the very best  

dental care available 
 while treating all  

patients as members of 
 our own family. 

 

Services Include: 
Veneers, Lumineers 
Zoom! Whitening 
Implant Surgery & 

Restoration 
Crowns, Bridges &  

Dentures 
Root Canal Therapy 

Preventive Care & 
Maintenance 

Invisalign Wireless Braces 

 
Oral & IV Sedation 
Nitrous Oxide (gas)  
Stereo Headphones 

 & Movies 
Special Consideration for 

Apprehensive Patients 
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Change Service Requested 

  706 Bryan Road -  Brandon FL 33511 

 

JOIN OUR WEIGHT LOSS PROGRAM 

Monthly group rate day $100 (reg. $185) start-up fee 
Call us for this month date! 

 

Laser Hair Removal • Laser Vein Removal 
Age Spot Removal • Laser Skin Rejuvenation 

Botox • Chemical Peels 
Skin Care Products • Microdermabrasion 

 
Peter A. Jacobson, M.D. 

500 Vonderburg Drive, Ste 302E 
Brandon  FL  33511 

(813) 654-8193 or (813) 681-5702 
arcofbrandon.com 

e-mail -  arcofbrandon@verizon.net 
 

We are owned and operated by physicians  

who care about you.   

There is no better investment than yourself!  
Look younger, Feel younger, and Live younger!  
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