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The Blessing of Rejuvenation 

It is a joy to be back with the congregation after the last portion of 

my sabbatical. The time away enabled me to read, study, reflect and 

travel, enriching my mind and my spirit in a deep and meaningful 

way. I did many things during my eight weeks away from the 

congregation. I continued my online class in mussar, the Jewish 

ethical tradition that helps students create a personal, spiritual curriculum for internal 

growth and reflection.  I hope to finish the course this summer and then begin to learn how 

to teach and lead others in the mussar tradition. I also read many books, including Dan 

Ephron’s powerful exploration of the assassination of Yitzhak Rabin (Killing a King) and 

Rabbi Jonathan Sack’s study of extremism in the modern world (Not in God’s Name: 

Confronting Religious Violence).  I studied Hebrew and listened to webinars on 

contemporary issues in Israel taught by noted scholars in preparation for a wonderful, 

thought-provoking, challenging and joyous two weeks in Israel. 

 

The Miracle of Israel in the 21st Century – A First Hand Report 

My time in Israel was the highlight of my sabbatical. I spent a week learning with three 

hundred Reform colleagues at our annual rabbinic conference, and then a week on vacation 

in Tel-Aviv, learning, exploring and experiencing the beauty of Israel’s most cosmopolitan 

city.  The experiences that I have most reflected upon since returning home fall into three 

major areas. First, the tension that Israelis are wrestling with between democracy and 

security, between openness and safety. Listening to Knesset speakers (in a live Knesset 

committee meeting), meeting Members of Knesset (the Israeli parliament) from across the 

political spectrum, and spending a day of in-depth and on the ground learning about East 

and West Jerusalem – all of these experiences brought the dilemmas of Israeli life and 

decision making to life.  Second, the encounter with the growing Reform movement in 

Israel was inspirational.  We spent one Shabbat in a dynamic Reform congregation outside 

of Jerusalem and another Shabbat at a new congregation in Tel Aviv. Along with hundreds 

of rabbis we prayed at the place that may one day be an egalitarian section of the kotel (the 

Western Wall) along with the current men and women’s section. The Reform movement is 

bringing Judaism alive in new and important ways for thousands of Israelis. Finally, despite 

all of the challenges and issues facing Israel, I was full of wonder simply walking the streets. 

Watching families buy Purim costumes on their way home from school, the explosion of the 

foodie scene, the Muslim, secular and Jewish families on the beach on Shabbat afternoon, 

the coffee maker that has been brewing coffee in the same shop since before the creation of 

the State – and on and on. There is so much about Israel that is inspirational. 

I hope you will join us at CBS on Friday night, May 6 when I will speak and 

show pictures of my time in Israel in celebration of Yom Ha’Atzmaut. Happy 

Independence Day to the Israel we love – May her 68 years of existence be the 

foundation of many, many more.  

Congregation Beth Shalom 
706 Bryan Road    Brandon, FL 33511 

Phone (813) 681-6547, Fax (813) 681-7517 

www.BethShalom-Brandon.org 

From the Rabbi May 2016 

Volume 26, Issue 12 

http://bethshalom-brandon.org/


Page 2 

Congregation Beth Shalom provides a meaningful spiritual home for people of all ages and levels of 
knowledge, a place to learn and to question, a place to worship and to celebrate, and a place to find a com-
munity that cares.   We offer:  

 Friday worship services at 7:45 PM 

 Religious school pre-kindergarten through tenth grade  

 Complete B’nai Mitzvah preparation  

 Youth group programming  

 Adult Education classes  
 Community-wide events, including Mitzvah Day 
 

Problem Solvers 

A person who walks 200 feet and a person who walks 200 miles 

have one thing in common. They both had to start with the first 

step. 

Thirteen years ago I took my first step into congregation Beth 

Shalom. I never could have imagined that 13 years later I would 

have stepped so many miles for our temple. This is my last 

Kibbitzer article as president, and I cannot come close to telling 

you how much I have enjoyed the journey. 

Eleven years ago I decided I wanted to give back to our temple 

and I started teaching the fifth grade in Religious School. I 

learned a lot from my students and parents respectively. I had 

one class of 14 students who all got along and cared for one 

another. There were all types of personalities in that group, and 

they stuck together as a team. Their parents, also close knit, 

were very supportive not only to their children, but to me. I 

learned a valuable lesson from that class—if we have shared 

goals and shared responsibilities, we can get a lot accomplished 

and respect each other along the way. 

Seven years ago I was asked to be Treasurer. There were people 

more qualified when it came to money and finances than me, 

but I  learned a valuable lesson—if you have a candid 

and honest conversation with someone and listen and respect 

each other, you can come up with an equitable decision for all 

parties involved.  

Two years ago I was asked to be your president. Once again, 

another valuable lesson learned—if you trust people and work 

collaboratively with them, they will do their best. I have been 

truly humbled and amazed at the work that our fellow 

congregants have done for this temple. I quickly learned that 

people's motivation is for the good of our temple and 

community, and I have put that into perspective of everything 

we've accomplished. 

Every president hopes that he/she leaves the temple a little bit 

better off. Hank gave me a tremendous opportunity to grow our 

temple, and only time will tell if I have been successful. One 

From the President - Jeff Newman 

thing is certain; you have truly made me a 

better person and I have grown 

immensely from this experience. 

People erroneously think that I am glad to give 

up the temple presidency. That is not true. I am 

leaving because my tenure is over and this 

temple deserves its leadership to be energized 

with new ideas. Make no mistake about it, I will 

miss this job. I have been sincerely honored by your faith in me. 

I am thankful that this temple is now in the capable hands of 

David Friedman. His commitment to Judaism, this temple, and 

our congregants makes me hopeful for the future. 

An old saying states: "Motivation gets you started, habits keep 

you going." Motivation got me started giving back to CBS, and 

this habit of giving back is one that I will never break. I look 

forward to working with you in future projects.... whether it is 

your first step or 200th mile. 

 

WELCOME THE STRANGER… 

STRANGER NO MORE. 
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Congregation Beth Shalom 
706 Bryan Road 

Brandon, FL 33511 
Phone 813-681-6547 

Fax 813-681-7517 
Email: cbs-admin@hotmail.com 

 
Email and articles for publication: 

Kibbitzer706@verizon.net 
 

For current news and events 
see the congregation’s web site: 

http://www.bethshalom-brandon.org 
*********** 

Mags Oldman, Administrative Director 

813-681-6547 • cbs-admin@hotmail.com 

Office hours:  

subject to change without notice 
Mon & Fri 10 a.m.- 2 p.m. 
Tue & Thurs Noon-4 p.m. 

Wed 1 p.m. - 5 p.m. 

Weekly Email Blast submissions 

bethshalominfo@gmail.com 

eBlast deadline is Wednesday at 6:00pm 

May Dates to Remember 

 Friday, May 6, 7:45PM—Shabbat Service 
Yom HaAtzmaut observance and special program: Israel 
Through the Decades   

 Tuesday, May 10, 7:00PM—Lifelong Learning  
Diabetes Management 

 Friday, May 13,  7:45PM-Shabbat Service 
Confirmation 

 Monday, May 16, 6:00PM—Page Turners 

 Saturday, May 14, 7:00PM—Evening of Jewish 
Music 

 Friday, May 20, 7:45PM—Shabbat Service 
High School Graduates honored 

 Sunday, May 22, 10:00AM—CBS Annual Meeting 

 Friday, May 27, 7:45PM—Shabbat Service 
Board Installation 

Religious Education Calendar, page 7;  

Full calendar, page 15  

May Oneg Schedule 

There can be no joy without food and  

drink. — Talmud, Mo’ed Katan 

THANK YOU! to  the follow ing  people 

who will host an Oneg Shabbat in May. 

May 6 Stacy Serota, mother of Ethan Robinson, in 
 honor Ethan’s Bar Mitzvah. 

May 13   The parents of the Confirmation Class in honor 
 of their Confirmation. 

May 20 The High School Graduates will be honored;  
 families of the high school seniors will be 
 hosting the Oneg in honor of the Graduates. 

May 27   The current CBS Board in honor of the Out 
 Going Board Members and the In Coming Board 
 Members. 

SIGN UP TO SPONSOR AN ONEG! 

Contact Judith Pliner at (813) 436-0080 or email her at 

gp@pliner-inc.com if you are interested in hosting. Thanks 

to everyone who is helping out with the Onegs in May and 

in the upcoming months. 

Your Oneg Committee, 

Anna Feldman, Judith Pliner, Anita Hoffman  

and Melissa Villasin  

Find CBS on Facebook! 

Search: Congregation Beth Shalom of  Brandon 

Peter A. Jacobson, M.D. 

Internal Medicine & 

Cardiovascular  

Disease 

500 Vonderburg Dr. E 303 

Brandon, FL 33511 

(813) 681-5702 

http://netmail.verizon.net/webmail/%22http:/mailto:gp@pliner-inc.com%22
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Committees/Chairpersons 

Building/Capital Fund  

Peter Jacobson 

Building & Grounds 

Seth Dugan* 

Caring 

Christine Stockelman 

Finance 

Jon Ellis* 

Fundraising 

Open* 

Lifelong Learning 

Adult—Sheila Fishman* 

Long-Range Planning 

Open* 

Membership 

Phyllis Newman* 

Oneg 

Anna Feldman, Anita Hoffman,  

Judith Pliner 

Publicity 

Virginia Barnett 

Ritual 

Cynthia Goldstein* 

Social Action 

Marla Smith 

Youth Education 

Michelle McCormick* 

Youth Group 

Advisor—Mags Oldman* 

President—Justin Shaw 

* Ex-officio voting Board member  

 

OTHER PROGRAMS 

CBS Players 

Anna Brubaker, Joel Edelson 

CBS Singles Over 50 

Anita Clifford 

Chavurah 

Phyllis Newman 

Dinner with the Tribe 

Judy Jacobson 

Email Blast 

Mags Oldman 

Going Green 

Jim  & Sandee Pelk 

Kibbitzer/Bulletin Editor 

Suzanne Jones 

Kolot Shalom Choir 

Joan Frankel 

Library 

Anita Hoffman 

Page Turners 

TBD 

Web Administrator 

Mags Oldman 

Yarn Mavens 

Phyllis Newman 

 

Join with CBS in offering congratulations and recognition to the 
following members on their accomplishments: 

MAZELS 

 Mazel Tov to Talia Blanchard for being inducted into NJHS. 

 Mazel Tov to Jon Ellis for being named a Top Lawyer by Tampa Magazine, as 
voted on by his peers.  

 Mazel Tov to Justin Shaw for receiving the Louise Eatroff Scholarship, 
honoring young Jewish students of promise from Hillsborough County. 

 Mazel Tov to Murray & Jerilyn Dimant on the birth of their new 
granddaughter, Adi. 

 Mazel Tov to Sheila Slavkin for the successful coordination of our third annual 
Congregational Retreat. 

 Mazel Tov to Sarah Smith for being inducted into National Honor Society. 

KUDOS 

 Kudos to Natasha & Jarrett Rieger, Seth & Paige Dugan, Melissa Villasin, Rob 
Northrop, Christine Stockelman and Andrea Chassen for  their  help 
with the Congregational Retreat. 

 Sandy Santucci for  her  additional assistance w ith services during 
Rabbi's sabbatical, and for leading services on the first night of Passover. 

Do you know a CBS member who should be congratulated for a  
special accomplishment?  If so, email the name and accomplishment to   

cbs-admin@hotmail.com.  

AN EVENING OF FUN, FOOD AND MUSIC. 

WHAT A DELIGHTFUL WAY TO RENEW FRIENDSHIPS! 

Please join us on May 14 at 6PM. You are invited to a potluck dairy  

dinner. Email reservations to phylnew@verizon.net and include what you 

will be bringing.                   

At 7:30PM, we will be privileged to enjoy An Evening of Jewish Music 

presented by talented members of our congregation. What a delightful 

evening it will be!!!   

Do you want to have a LOTT of fun? Are you a female member of  
Congregation Beth Shalom, age 21 and over?  

Are you looking for an opportunity to relax, socialize, make friends and build 
relationships with women of CBS through a variety of fun-filled activities? If you 

answered, “yes”, you’re in! 

 Join us for the first ever Ladies of the Tribe (LOTT) event. We will be meeting at Joia Fabulous 
Pizza and Martini Bar on May 26 at 6PM for  Happy Hour and/or  dinner.  

We would like to meet on a monthly basis with varied activities. Our objective is to provide a 
social setting to build friendships with the women of our community.  

Any suggestions are welcomed. 

Please join us in May and let’s begin to have a LOTT of great times with a LOTT of great 
women!! Feel free to contact Amy Weinstein if you have any questions, thoughts or ideas.  

Awine007@msn.com (813)285-9251.   
Joia Fabulous Pizza and Martini Bar: 10475 Gibsonton Drive, Riverview. 

mailto:Awine007@msn.com
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~ Yom HaAtzmaut ~ 

May 6 

Israel through the Decades  
(Followed by Israeli themed Oneg) 

Marriage, Family, &  
Individual Counseling 

 

Adolescents  13 Yrs Old to Adults 

 

Evening & Weekend Hours 

 

Most Major Insurance  
Accepted 813-681-7441 

108 Mason St., Brandon, FL 

ANNUAL MEETING ANNOUNCEMENT  

& BOARD OF DIRECTORS NOMINEES 
 

The Annual Meeting of Congregation Beth Shalom will take place 

May 22, 2016 at 10:00 a.m. 

at the synagogue, 706 Bryan Road, Brandon, FL 33511.  At this meeting, the Nominating Committee of Congregation Beth Shalom 

will formally present the following slate of nominees for open Board positions for a vote, whom we believe to have the skills, dedica-

tion and integrity to provide outstanding leadership to our congregation during their term of office: 

 President: David Friedman  

 1st Vice President: Gerald Pliner  

 2nd Vice President: Toby Koch  

 3rd Vice President:  Lauren Weisman 

 Member-at-Large: Hank Mart 

 Member-at-Large: Steve Slavkin 

 Member-at-Large: Christine Stockelman 

Per the By Laws, “any other nominations for an elected office or Member-at- Large may be made by written petition of five (5) mem-

bers in good standing, which shall be filed with the Secretary, at least (20) twenty days prior to the annual meeting.” 

The following positions are in the second year of a two-year term (no vote needed): 

 Treasurer: Michael Barnett    Member-at-Large: Stephen Criden  

 Secretary: Dan W einstein    Member-at-Large: Seth Dugan  

 Member-at-Large: Scott Hopkins  

Please make every effort to attend our Annual Meeting,  

as a quorum is needed to elect our leadership. 

CBS Young Adults Meet Up 

May 12 

Contact Rabbi Torop for more  

information: btorop@verizon.net.  
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In April, newly elected leadership for our Teen Youth Group, BESTY (Beth Shalom Temple Youth) attended a leadership training 

weekend in Clearwater. Teens from all over the NFTY-STR (Southern Tropical Region) representing just over 30 synagogues. Pictured 

in the photo (left to right) are BESTY Programming VP Liz Pelk, BESTY Communications VP Clara Barnett, BESTY President Sarah 

Smith, BESTY Advisor  Mags Oldman, Outgoing NFTY -STR Regional Religious & Cultural Vice President David Goldfarb, and 

BESTY Religious & Cultural VP Lucas Oldman. Not pictured is BESTY Social Action VP Cory Posner. The new board looks forward to 

planning and implementing a fun and inspiring year ahead!  To be BESTY eligible, you must be a temple member and a student from 

8th - 12th grade. The TYG hosts a number of activities at the temple including Parents Night Out, lock ins, and activities off site as 

well. Members also have the opportunity to attend three weekend regional conferences (Fall, Spring, and LLTI) that move around the 

region and one week-long regional conference (Winter) held annually in Orlando. 

BeSTY BEAT 

May 11th—incoming BESTY Board mtg. 

May 25th—incoming AND outgoing  

BESTY Boards will meet together 

We are working on a date in June for an end-of-year wrap up 

event/kick-off to summer—so stay tuned! 

If you’re  a teen (rising 8th—12th grader for next year) and are 

on Facebook, come join our page—Youth Group! 

BESTY sends hearty mazel tovs to it’s outgoing seniors this 

year!  David Goldfarb, Madi Oppolo, Jordan Oppolo, Andrew 

Pelk, Justin Shaw & Becca Smith.  W e ’ll miss you! 

For more info about NFTY (North American Federation of Tem-

ple Youth,) go to www.nfty.org .  NFTY is made up of 19 regions 

from sea to shining sea.  BESTY is a TYG (temple youth group) 

that is part of NFTY-STR (South Tropical Region) which is com-

prised of 54 TYGs from Reform Jewish temples from the I-4 

corridor on the northern border down to Key West.   

NFTY-STR also hosts Camp Jenny—a weekend away at URJ 

Camp Coleman for the inner-city youth of Atlanta, GA.  This 

weekend experience for NFTY teens (by application only) is a 

transformative experience for them as well as the children they 

serve. 
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Education - Amy Weinstein 
 Important May Dates 

5/1- RS & Torah Tots 

5/4- Hebrew & Last Confirmation 

5/8- No Religious School (Mother’s Day) 

5/11- Hebrew 

5/13- Confirmation Shabbat 

5/15- Religious School 

5/18- Last Hebrew 

5/22- Last Religious School 

We had a change in our dismissal procedures that began on 

April 3, 2016. We implemented this change as a precaution.  

We realize that there are many cars in the parking lot pulling in 

and out as our students are leaving the building. Simply, this is 

a lot of traffic in a small space. 

Students currently participate in a school-wide service led by 

the Rabbi from 11:30 a.m.-noon each Sunday. Students will 

remain in their seats in the sanctuary and parents will need to 

come into the sanctuary and pick up their children. Please be 

advised that NO student will be allowed to exit the sanctuary 

without being released to the adult responsible for their ride 

home. 

We really appreciate the support and patience you’ve shown as 

we began this new transition. 

Please don’t hesitate to contact me if you have any questions, 

concerns or comments regarding your child’s religious 

education at Congregation Beth Shalom. 

Amy Weinstein- awine007@msn.com  (813)685-7064 

B’nai Mitzvah Tutoring 
Contact Keren Vergon at  

813-785-6324 or kvergon@verizon.net. 

Bar/Bat Mitzvah Listings 
If you would like to have information on your child ’ s upcoming 

Bar or Bat Mitzvah listed in The Kibbitzer,  please submit an 

article and picture ( digital if possible )  to 

kibbitzer706@verizon.net by the second Friday of the month 

prior to your service. 

 

 

 

Phone: 813-400-3609 

www.DoogieEntertainment.com 

E-mail: Doogie@DoogieEntertainment.com 

Weddings 

Bar/Bat Mitzvahs 

Children’s parties 

80’s & 90’s video parties 

Office Parties 

PA system rental/set-up 

  

DJ and Party Services 

Doogie Entertainment 

Pleased to offer a 10% discount on services to members of Congregation Beth Shalom 

CBS LIBRARY UPDATE 

Thank you to Hank and Donna Mart for their 

donation of kids' books to the CBS library.  

Anita Hoffman,   

Congregation Beth Shalom Librarian 

B’nai Mitzvah 

 

                 Ethan Robinson - Becomes Bar Mitzvah on May 2! 

Mazel Tov, Ethan! 

Calendar Meeting June 1 

If you lead a committee and plan 

activities for the synagogue, you 

should be at this meeting.  Starting 

at 7:15PM, June 1, in the Miller 

Library, committee chairs will come 

together to build our activities cal-

endar for the 2016-17 year.   

mailto:awine007@msn.com
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Retirement is a journey. 

Not a destination. 

3447 Brook Crossing Dr. 
Brandon, FL 33511 

A sound financial plan starts with knowing what you are 

planning for. Call me today to discuss your retirement 

dreams and how you may be able to achieve them. 

Hank Mart, ChFC®, CASL®
 

Financial Advisor 

813-486-3709 

Hank.Mart@investmentcenters.com 

Securities, advisory services and insurance products are offered 

through Investment Centers of America, Inc. (ICA), and member 

FINRA/SIPC and a Registered Investment Advisor, and affiliated 

insurance agencies. ICA and Focus Wealth Strategies, LLC are 

separate companies. 

The Lifelong Learning 
Committee offers the following 
programming in May: 

 

An exciting event on Diabetes is being offered by the 
Lifelong Learning Committee in May. 

One out of ten Americans has diabetes, which is expected to 
increase to one out of three if present trends continue. In 
Florida, diabetes affects 11% of the population, ranking 13th 
in the nation.  On May 10 at 7 p.m. at the Temple, Sharon 
Elazar will be presenting an informative program on 
diabetes management for people affected by diabetes or for 
anyone that is interested in learning something new. 

Sharon Elazar is a registered nurse who is also a Certified 
Diabetes Educator (CDE) since 1994. A CDE is a health 
professional who has advanced training, comprehensive 
knowledge of and experience in teaching about diabetes 
and how to manage the disease.  Sharon currently works at 
Tampa General Hospital in their diabetes education 
department as well as a consultant providing classes in 
doctors’ offices around the Tampa area. 

Please mark this event on your calendar and come learn 
about diabetes! 

Lifelong Learning—Sheila Fishman 
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Calling All Creative Thinkers! 

Israeli Art in the Park: An Israel Independence Day 
Celebration 

May 15, 1-5 p.m.  

Enjoy four Israeli Crafting Tents, Israeli cuisine from Falafel to 

Babganoush and Berakas, Kiddie Rides, Obstacle Courses, Kona 

Ice, Face Painting, Balloon Twisting, and Canvas Painting Clas-

ses instructed by Color Wheelz, for guests of all ages! There will 

be live music, games, and Israeli Art browsing & shopping from 

10 guest Israeli Artists. Opening ceremonies will be performed 

by the the Jewish War Veterans Post #373; the National Anthem 

& Israeli Anthem sung by local performers. 

Admission to the Israeli Art in the Park Festival and Art gallery 

is free. There are two different activity wristbands available for 

purchase online or at the entrance. Food buffet, drinks and Kona 

Ice will be available for cash/credit purchase throughout the 

entire afternoon. 

 

Fifth Annual Tampa JCC & Federation Golf  
Tournament  

May 22, 11:30 a.m. 

The Tampa Jewish Community Center & Federation invites the 

Tampa Bay community to" Tee Off" at its Fifth Annual Golf 

Tournament presented by FLEISCHMANGARCIA. 

The tournament day starts with registration and a Bloody Mary 

Bar & Welcome Brunch. Shot gun start is 12:30 pm and the for-

mat is an 18 hole scramble. There will be many prizes and raffles 

including our famous Sandals/Beach Getaway Package and a 

chance to win the $10,000 hole in one contest.  

Register as a single golfer, a foursome or at a sponsorship level. 

The entry fee is $100.00 per player or $400.00 per foursome. 

Entry fee includes 18 holes of golf, Bloody Mary Bar & Welcome 

Brunch, drinks on the course, dinner and dessert and gift bag 

with t-shirt. Deadline to register is Monday May 16th.  

Touching Base with TJCCF 

Give us 90 minutes of creative think-

ing—and we will give you wine and 

cheese!  Please join us on May 18th to 

brainstorm creative, fun ideas for a 

wonderful holiday year at CBS!   

Holiday celebrations are such a big 

part of jewish life—bring your ideas for 

a fun evening!  
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Congregation Beth Shalom has a great way of raising money for our congregation by 

sending someone a bricklet. Bricklets can be sent for almost any reason: “in memory of a 

loved one,” “in honor of a simcha” or “to say I’m thinking of you.”  You decide what kind of 

message you want the bricklet to say and a hand-written message will be mailed to the 

recipient within a day or two after I receive it.  

Call or e-mail Mags at the Temple (813) 681-6547 and tell her who is sending the bricklet, 

who needs to receive it, the recipient’s address plus any special message you want included 

in the bricklet. If you e-mail Mags, please copy your message to me – Gail Verlin – at 

“gverlin@verlingroup.com” so I get your request at the same time. If not, Mags will notify 

me of your bricklet request.  Your Temple account can be billed for the bricklet or you can 

make your payment by check or use Pay Pal.  

The minimum donation for one bricklet is $9.00, but you can donate any amount above this 

amount that you choose.  Many people donate $18 for a bricklet because that number 

represents “chai” or “life.” Your message and the amount of your donation are up to you. So 

the next time you want to send a card to someone, send them a bricklet instead and make a 

donation to Beth Shalom .  

I look forward to sending a bricklet from you. Thank you.   - Gail Verlin, Bricklet Chairman 

Sixty guests, comprised of congregants, family, friends, and quite a few new faces enjoyed a delicious seder catered by 

Puff'n'Stuff Catering on April 23rd.  The story of Exodus was told from start to finish with rousing songs and delightful 

spirit!   Crafts for the kids, the traditional afikomen hunt...Plan to join us at this wonderful event next year! 

CBS BRICKLETS 

Passover 2016: Second Night Seder Success! 
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Are You Supporting our 
Commercial Advertisers? 

Since revenue from our commercial advertisers helps to 

defray the cost of printing and distributing The Kibbitzer, 

we urge all of our readers to patronize our 

commercial advertisers and, when you see them, 

to thank them. W ithout them , Congregation Beth 

Shalom of Brandon would not be able to publish 

The Kibbitzer in print and online. 

Please Support the Professionals 

and Retailers Who Support 

CBS 

When it’s time to pick a vendor or hire a professional for 

services, keep in mind these generous businesses that 

support CBS. Thank you to the following businesses and 

friends for their participation in Art After Dark.  

SPECIAL EVENT DONATIONS 

Financial Sponsors 
A Friend of Bill W. 

Abisa Consulting—Nick & Tanya Hernandez 

Allbay Insurance Group 

Anonymous 

Barndollar Financial 

Clarke Automotive 

Colorado Health & Youth Dermatology Centers 

Jon & Isabel Ellis 

Family Implant & Cosmetic Dentistry – Dr. Sandy Schwartz 

Anna & Stephen Feldman 

Sheila & Errol Fishman 

Gulfside Pool & Spa 

Hillsboro Memorial Funeral Home 

Peter & Diane Jacobson 

Jan Pro Cleaning Systems 

Kevin Frye Entertainment 

Kids R Kids – Keith & Debra Balot 

Toby Koch & Alan Weiss 

Milt & Phyllis Newman 

Pathways Counseling Center – David & Rudina Richter 

Jim & Sandee Pelk 

Gerald & Judith Pliner 

Puff’n’Stuff Catering 

S.A.I, Inc. 

Shaughnessey Law, Monica A. Frost, Esq. 

Marla & Owen Smith 

Team Imagine / Century 21 Beggins –  

Sarah Meyers & Molly Rizzi 

The Tooth Caboose – Dr. Steve Slavkin 

Leslie & Clifford Will 

Women’s Health & Wellness – Dr. Steve Zweibach 
 

InKind Sponsors 
Brandon Honda 

Brittany Bennett, CPA 

Doogie Entertainment / Seth & Paige Dugan  

Focus Wealth Strategies / Hank Mart 

Proforma M3 

Table Garnish / Rene Vojnovic  

JCC Camp Registration  

is now OPEN! 

It's CAMP time at the JCC! We are looking forward to 

another fun filled, adventurous summer. 

Campers will spend their summer gaining memories 

that last a lifetime. They will explore new ideas and 

experience new activities. Camp days will be spent 

enjoying activities such as our zip line, obstacle 

course, archery, canoeing, rock climbing and sports 

along with arts and culture, drama, music, swimming, 

field trips and much more. 

To register, visit our Camp JCC page. For more 

information please contact Pam Cotner at 

813.769.4748.  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001hH9aSTxsySnN64pDPX3__fAbrucDuu0qdYtcsKYC-DGSQd7mCXjv8MibbTQ1vPkLpVzhgZNI9_6KAZ3Daa7U1O6wvfyOGWZaAZpugvG6YGZ19KCCNqqwrIiZG-1GiEH-CvEF7O46u7lVzbcwTILRi9vFQ3054Og9KwAn9HaWNR859mu66dOB8C8mHnDKpwL8yP4-fgsZpdmUHBqeCWcRJftwSBKGSedCtNHW
mailto:pam.cotner@jewishtampa.com
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If you wish to designate a gift to a particular purpose, for example, 
Food Bank, Choir, Oneg, Social Action, etc., you may do so by noting as 
such on your payment method or with an accompanying note; 
otherwise, your gift will be used where it is needed most. 

Opportunities: 

 Adopt-A-Book: A dedication label w ill be placed in one of 
our prayer books, to commemorate a simcha or in honor or memory 
of a loved one for just $54. 

 Bricklets:  For as little as $9 you can send a Bricklet Card instead of 
buying a card for birthdays, condolences, etc.  A Bricklet Card in your 
name will be sent to the person you wish stating that a donation has 
been made in his or her name to Beth Shalom to honor the occasion. 

 Tree of Life: The Tree of Life is on the back wall of our  
Sanctuary. An engraved leaf or stone can commemorate many 
simchas, b’nai mitzvah, wedding, birth, graduations, etc. Leaves are 
$180, and stones are $1800. 

 Yahrzeit Plaque: To honor  the death of a loved one, you 
may purchase a plaque that will be cared for in perpetuity for $250. 
The name of the deceased along with their date of death is included 
on the plaque. 

Congregation Beth Shalom accepts donations for many purposes, with a variety of opportunities for donors to support the good works of the 
Temple.  You may contact the office either by phone or email to make a contribution, or head to our website to make a secure online payment  

through a PayPal account or by using a credit card. 

Funds: 

 General Fund (unrestricted): An unrestr icted gift to  the 
General Fund allows the temple to use those funds wherever they 
may be needed most. This fund incorporates contributions 
received from our High Holy Day Appeal, Yahrzeit donations, 
Bricklets, Adopt-A-Book, Tree of Life (unless otherwise indicated) 
and other non-restricted gifts. 

 Building Fund: A fund to ensure the continuing physical 
growth of our spiritual home. Intended for capital improvements 
and major building repairs. 

 Endowment Fund: Gifts to this fund are placed in an 
investment account and temporarily restricted or can be defined/
restricted by the donor. This fund ensures the future of our temple. 

 Religious School Scholarship Fund: These funds w ill be 
made available to Religious School students who are in need of 
tuition assistance, as determined confidentially by the Treasurer. 

 Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund: a fund for  assistance to 
families in need, scholarship assistance, interfaith council, 
Holocaust museum and other endeavors at the Rabbi’s discretion. 

Unless otherwise noted by you, your gift will be acknowledged in the Kibbitzer the month following its receipt.   
If your donation is incorrectly listed or omitted, please notify the temple office immediately.   

Donations listed below were received between  March 16 and April 15. 

GENERAL FUND 

 

In Loving Memory of Allen Workman 

Stephen & Anna Feldman 

In Loving Memory of Morris Slater 

Brian & Arlene Slater 

In Loving Memory of Helen Weinstein 

Gerald & Judith Pliner 

In Loving Memory of Devon Weiner 

Herb Jaocoby 

In Loving Memory of Todd Solomon 

Nathan & Susan Beck  

Lenore Raphael 

Diane Solomon 

In Honor of Rudina Richter becoming  

B’not Mitzvah 

Natasha & Jarrett Rieger 

Mazel Tov to the Dimants on the birth of their 

new granddaughter, Adi  

Gerald & Judith Pliner 

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 

 

In Loving Memory of Vivian Kay 

Iylene & Jeffrey Miller 

In Loving Memory of Jeffrey Zazulia 

Iylene & Jeffrey Miller 

In Honor of The Purim Spiel Cast & Crew 

Anonymous 

In Loving Memory of Helen Weinstein 

Anita Hoffman 

Mazel Tov to the Dimants on the birth of their 
new granddaughter, Adi 

Anita Hoffman 

In Appreciation 

Steve & Sheila Slavkin 
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Birthdays 

The dates listed for the Yahrzeits are adjusted yearly according to the Jewish Calendar and may not necessarily coincide with the 

actual date of death. Names are read for Kaddish at the Shabbat before the actual date.  If you would like to have the actual date listed, 

please contact the temple office. 

Yahrzeits 

Anniversaries 

5/3 Rosa Besterman Grandmother of Leslie Boyar 

5/4 Rose Gold Mother of Carol Balent 

5/4 P. Gerard Himmel     

5/4 Elmer Kalbas Father of Bill Kalbas 

5/5 Sam Berlin Stepfather of Mary Ellen Flaks 

5/8 Barbara Greiff Aunt of Roberta Peterson 

5/8 Alpharetta Jones Mother of Suzanne Jones 

5/8 Arthur Abramson Father of Robin Rogovin 

5/10 Barbara Berkley Shapiro Mother of Jan Sperry 

5/10 William Statter Father of Brad Statter 

5/11 Harry Rubin Father of David Rubin 

5/11 Sable M. Zazulia Mother of Iylene Miller 

5/11 Dora Macaluso Mother of Sophia Brenner 

5/12 Mariah Hope Braverman Granddaughter of Errol & Sheila Fishman 

5/13 Gertrude Weisberg Mother of Barbara Kinney 

5/14 Max Zander Uncle of Diane Jacobson 

5/14 Esther Cyment Grandmother of Marci Glassman 

5/15 Shirley Cohen Grandmother of Sheryl Finke 

5/16 Joseph Leopold Reisner Grandfather of Gary Ronay 

5/16 Alice Koch Mother of Toby Koch 

5/16 Philip Gold Father of Carol Balent 

5/16 Rose Reisner Grandmother of Gary Ronay 

5/16 Ethel Feinstein     

5/18 Gilda Cohen Mother in Law of Sheila Cohen 

5/20 Marilyn G. Rowen Sister of Judith Pliner 

5/21 Fanny Bollinger Zalka Grandmother of Robin Rogovin 

5/21 Katherine Verlin Mother of Michael Verlin 

5/24 Jean A. Naylor Great Aunt of Jessica Berdit 

5/24 Anna Kobler Grandmother of Stephen Feldman 

5/24 Rose Rosenthal Mother of David Rubin 

5/25 Marvin D. Slavkin Father of Steve Slavkin 

5/27 Paul D. Goldstein Father of Judith Pliner 

5/27 Laura Gold Mother of Marty Gold 

5/30 Richard Ellis Father of Jonathan Ellis 

5/30 Paul Neff Grandfather of Scott Ellis 

5/31 Marvin Berdit Grandfather of Jessica Berdit 

5/1 Tatiana & Nick Hernandez 

5/2 Keith & Debra Balot 

5/7 Gayle & Jeffrey Borgen 

5/9 Kevin & Christina Frye 

5/9 Ken & MarDee Buchman 

5/19 Bill & Laurie Noyes 

5/22 Mags & Richard Oldman 

5/24 Robert & Caren Katz 

5/25 William & Jill Tyree 

5/25 Joseph & Pamela Provenzano 

5/1 Randi Lannak 

5/2 Michael Garbett 

5/3 Rebecca Dimant 

5/3 Emily Dimant 

5/4 Erika Young 

5/5 Daniel Goldfarb 

5/5 Kelsey Birnholz 

5/5 Mark Davis 

5/6 Sophia Smoak 

5/7 Jonathan Eugenio Gerscovich 

5/8 Kim Nixon 

5/9 Jackie Feldman 

5/9 Benjamin Best 

5/10 Vickie Goldberg 

5/11 Tami Hahn 

5/13 Robert Katz 

5/13 Mary Ann Yavelow 

5/13 Brian Slater 

5/13 Ella Barnett 

5/13 Arielle Weisman 

5/14 Gideon Torop 

5/15 Jeff Newman 

5/15 Monica Frost 

5/15 Jack Kaler 

5/15 Debra Balot 

5/16 Jacob Wetsman 

5/16 Eunice Rifkin 

5/17 Daniel Miller 

5/17 Sophia Brenner 

5/18 Cassie Newman 

5/20 Eleanor Ann Osborn 

5/21 Jeff Goodman 

5/23 Aaron Young 

5/23 Kelsey Frye 

5/24 Jayson Bolnick 

5/24 Scott Hopkins 

5/24 Jamie Lynn Karr 

5/24 Jason Blanchard 

5/25 Katie Best 

5/26 David Harry Goldberg 

5/28 Betsy Glickman 

5/29 Zachary Zweibach 

5/29 Michael Ellis 

5/31 Loranah Dimant 
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Want to advertise in The Kibbitzer? 

Ad Size        Monthly Rate 10% Discounted 

    (Annual only) 

Bus. Card $20  $216 

1/4 page $40  $432 

1/2 page $50  $540   

Full page $75  $810 

Special rate for CBS Members — 10% off MONTHLY rate with 
six-month commitment. To reserve your place in the next 
issue, e-mail the temple office at  
cbs-admin@hotmail.com or call 681-6547. 

A complete list of sitters is available by request to the 
Temple Office at cbs-admin@hotmail.com.  We do 
not publish our babysitters' contact information on 

line for security purposes. 
 

The Babysitter list is open to CBS members and their 
children. Do you want to be added to the list, or do you 

have a special accomplishment you would like us to 
acknowledge? Please e-mail Kibbitzer706@verizon.net 

with the information, and we will be glad to add you to the 
list. 

 
 

FAMILY,  

IMPLANT &  

COSMETIC  

DENTISTRY 
 
 

SANFORD N. SCHWARTZ, 

D.D.S., P.A. 
 

813-684-7888 
 
Email:  
doctor@implantandcosmeticdentistry.com 

 

Web: www.drsandyschwartz.com 

Our Philosophy: 
To provide the very best  

dental care available 
 while treating all  

patients as members of 
 our own family. 

 

Services Include: 
Veneers, Lumineers 
Zoom! Whitening 
Implant Surgery & 

Restoration 
Crowns, Bridges &  

Dentures 
Root Canal Therapy 

Preventive Care & 
Maintenance 

Invisalign Wireless Braces 

 
Oral & IV Sedation 
Nitrous Oxide (gas)  
Stereo Headphones 

 & Movies 
Special Consideration for 

Apprehensive Patients 
 
 

 

Congregation Beth Shalom is now 

participating in Amazon Smile — it’s an easy 

way for CBS members, family and friends to 

support the temple. Simply use the following 

link: http://smile.amazon.com/ch/59-

3026396 and shop, shop, shop! 
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Address Service Requested 

  706 Bryan Road -  Brandon FL 33511 

 

JOIN OUR WEIGHT LOSS PROGRAM 

Monthly group rate day $100 (reg. $185) start-up fee 
Call us for this month date! 

 

Laser Hair Removal • Laser Vein Removal 
Age Spot Removal • Laser Skin Rejuvenation 

Botox • Chemical Peels 
Skin Care Products • Microdermabrasion 

 
Peter A. Jacobson, M.D. 

500 Vonderburg Drive, Ste 302E 
Brandon  FL  33511 

(813) 654-8193 or (813) 681-5702 
arcofbrandon.com 

e-mail -  arcofbrandon@verizon.net 
 

We are owned and operated by physicians  

who care about you.   

There is no better investment than yourself!  
Look younger, Feel younger, and Live younger!  
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