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From the Rabbi  By: Rabbi Betsy Torop 

Sabbatical is Health, Wholeness and Renewal 

“Life can only be perfected through the affording of a breathing space 

from the bustle of everyday life” - Rav Kook, Shabbat Ha’Aretz 

Rav Kook was right. We all need to find ways for rest and renewal, to 

replenish our spirits and souls, which can be all too easily drained from 

the daily demands placed upon us. Shabbat provides that opportunity 

for all of us on a weekly basis. And I am grateful that CBS has granted 

me four months of rabbinic sabbatical: January -February 2015 and February-March 2016. 

Sabbatical will provide me with the opportunity for in-depth study and learning along with 

spiritual reflection and growth. Day-to-day rabbinic life (meetings and hospital visits, teaching 

and planning) often does not allow for the kind of study, personal prayer and reflection that is 

necessary for my own rabbinic growth, growth that will in turn enrich and strengthen my 

ability to serve as your rabbi.  

What will I be doing?  

I have a number of plans for study and learning over the course of the eight weeks. I will be 

participating in an intensive text study at Mechon Hadar Beit Midrash in New York.  I plan to 

do several on-line courses and webinars, including a course at the Mussar Institute. (Mussar is 

a path of contemplative practices and exercises that have evolved over the past thousand years 

to help facilitate individual spiritual growth.)  I have plans for additional learning (on-line and 

with a newly published book) on Abraham Joshua Heschel.  Books on Israel, Bible, synagogue 

management, faith and technology are also part of the program I am developing. 

In addition to the spiritual work with the Mussar Institute, I plan to visit a number of 

synagogues in the area on Shabbat and weekdays. The opportunity to observe how others lead 

worship and celebrate Shabbat, and to be a member of the worshipping community, will not 

only nourish my own spirit, but will help enrich my role as worship leader. 

What programs will take place at the synagogue during my sabbatical? 

All of them!  B’nai Mitzvah tutoring, planning for our UT 25 birthday bash, Religious School, 

Confirmation, Torah Tots, Healing Circle and choir will all continue as usual. Rehearsals for 

Frozen: The Purim Shpiel will be well underway and advertising for our wonderful Shabbat 

Retreat on March 28 will be in full swing.  I am working with the ritual committee to plan for 

meaningful worship.  Erev Shabbat services will be filled with wonderful and unique programs 

– speakers about Jews around the world and other guests, our newly designed family services, 

and a musical Shabbat Alive!  We are blessed with talented leaders, teachers and teens and I 

am grateful for their dedication that makes this sabbatical possible. 

What do I do if I have a personal or family crisis?  

The rabbis of the area synagogues have agreed to be help out in the case of an emergency.  

Please call the Temple office, or our president Jeff Newman (813-758-4120).  They will know 

whom to call, and how to reach me when appropriate. I will be on Sabbatical December 24-

February 23. I am full of joy and immense gratitude for the opportunity.  When I return, I look 

forward to sharing with you the blessings I know I will receive.  If you have questions, feel free 

to be in touch.  
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Congregation Beth Shalom provides a meaningful spiritual home for people of all ages and levels of 
knowledge, a place to learn and to question, a place to worship and to celebrate, and a place to find a com-
munity that cares.   We offer:  

 Friday worship services at 7:45 PM 

 Religious school pre-kindergarten through tenth grade  

 Complete B’nai Mitzvah preparation  

 Youth group programming  

 Adult Education classes  

 Community-wide events, including Mitzvah Day 
 

Who is wise?  One who learns from every person. 

(Pirkei Avot) 
 
What community conversation has  taught me… 
 
I ponder on how and why I am President of our congregation. I 

mean, I came from a culturally religious family, but not a 

spiritually religious family. In my area of the country you saw 

other Jews (suburban NY), but I never felt connected to Judaism 

or practiced it. I never dated a Jew, did not go to synagogue until 

we had kids, lived in areas of the country not particularly Jewish 

(Indiana and Wisconsin) and I really did not care if I aligned 

with a temple or not. Suzanne was the driving force for us 

finding religion for our family. 

I thought my story was an outlier until a few weeks ago… Does 

my story sound familiar to you? 

The Rabbi and I are  in the middle of our community 

conversations. The Rabbi always asks the same opening 

question, “what made you initially come to Congregation Beth 

Shalom?” The answers, amazingly to me, are many times a 

version of my story. In fact, I never knew the commonality 

amongst our membership in terms of our personal journey. This 

communality gives our community challenges and 

opportunities. 

Some of the challenges? 

How do we strengthen our membership when many  potential 

new members do not have an internal  drive to connect with 

Judiasm? What about some of our own members, who are 

indifferent about where CBS fits in their life. How do we make 

many of our mixed families feel comfortable in a religion that is 

both inclusive and exclusive? These questions are thought 

provoking and need to be addressed. 

What are the opportunities? 

In a previous article, I talked about how it only takes 10 minutes 

to reach out and start a connection with others in temple. For 

many of us, this is not an easy task, especially when you feel you 

are not at the same religious “status” or that your story is 

unusual. Through our conversations, we are 

finding that our common story can bridge us 

together. Ask the same question that Rabbi 

asks and you will find that instant link that 

will forge a  new , deeper, relationship. 

Another opportunity is that there are many 

like me who feel unqualified for leadership 

position simply because they are “not Jewish enough.” It is 

stunning how many temple leaders were just like me, but  it 

did not stop their commitment to the next generations of CBS 

families. Being  not Jewish enough is “head trash,” something 

that can stop you from a truly enriching temple experience. 

I should know, I had that “head trash” until we started our 

discussions. 

Thanks to all the participants of Community Conversations for 

helping me  (and others in the group) understand the 

similarities we have, and how we can strengthen our temple by 

sharing their personal journeys.  
 

I want to   thank   Caren and Rob Katz for their gracious 

donation of new Sunday School prayer books, Mishkan T’Filah 

For Youth. Our old books are 15 years old and are outdated in 

how we want to enhance our students’ learning – let alone 

they are deteriorating. The temple appreciates your donation! 

OUR FUTURE IS BRIGHT, 

 and 

 THE FUTURE IS YOU! 

From the President - Jeff Newman 

AUDITIONS  

Frozen! The Purim Shpiel March 4, 2015 

Auditions will be Dec. 10, 7 - 8 pm; Dec. 14, 1 - 3pm; Dec. 17, 

7 - 8pm; and Dec. 21, 1 - 3pm.  Rehearsals begin on Decem-

ber 21 and will be held on Sunday afternoons.  The weekend 

of March 1 is a mandatory rehearsal, so if you cannot make 

that, you'll have to wait until next year!  
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The Kibbitzer 
 

Volume 25, Issue 6 
Published Monthly by 

Congregation Beth Shalom 
706 Bryan Road 

Brandon, FL 33511 
Phone 813-681-6547 

Fax 813-681-7517 
Email: cbs-admin@hotmail.com 

 
Email and articles for publication: 

Kibbitzer706@verizon.net 
 

For current news and events 
see the congregation’s web site: 

http://www.bethshalom-brandon.org 
*********** 

Mags Oldman, Administrative Director 

813-681-6547 • cbs-admin@hotmail.com 

Office hours:  

subject to change without notice 
Mon & Thurs 10 a.m.- 2 p.m. 

Tue & Wed 1 p.m.- 5 p.m. 
Fri 9 a.m.- 1 p.m. 

Weekly Email Blast submissions 

bethshalominfo@gmail.com 

eBlast deadline is Wednesday at 6:00pm 

December Dates to Remember!!!! 

 December 4—Women of Distinction  

(CBS Honoree: Judith Pliner. See page 8.) 

 Saturday, December 6, 10AM—Bible & Bagels  

 Sunday, December 7, 9:30AM—Family Program 

for Grades 3&4: Judaism Values  Pets—What Animals 

do For Us...and what We do for Them Special surprise 

visitor. 

 Wednesday, December 10 7:00PM—first Purim 
Spiel Auditions!  See box on page 2 for more details. 

 Sunday, December 14, 6PM—Israel Bonds Dinner 

(CBS Honorees: Keren Vergon & Anna Brubaker. See 

page 8.) 

 Friday, December 19, 7PM—Shabbat Service of 

Dedication and Celebration! (Consecration of 1st 

Grade Students, presentation and dedication of prayer 

books.) 

 Saturday, December 20,  6PM—Parents Night Out! 

 Thursday, December 25, TBD—Dinner with the 

Tribe  Check your weekly eNews for more information 

about this new event! 

Religious Education, page 7;  

Full calendar, page 15  

December Oneg Schedule 

There can be no joy without food and  

drink. — Talmud, Mo’ed Katan 

THANK YOU! to the following people who 

will host an Oneg Shabbat in December. 

December 5:   Anita Hoffman & Steve  
 Feldman in honor of  their 72nd birthday. 

December 12:  Mags & Richard Oldman will be celebrating 
 with their son, Lucas, his becoming Bar 
 Mitzvah, and his class will host the Oneg in his 
 honor. 

December 19:  The fourth grade  Religious School class 
 parents will sponsor the Oneg. 

December 26: Gail & Michael Verlin in honor of their 50th  
 Anniversary, along with Phyllis & Milt 
 Newman in honor of their 62nd Anniversary. 

On behalf of the Oneg Committee, we wish to thank our hosts 
for helping out with the December Onegs! 

SIGN UP TO SPONSOR AN ONEG! 

Please contact Judith Pliner at 813-436-0080 or email her at 
gp@pliner-inc.com  if you are interested in helping out with 
a future date.  

Your Oneg Committee, 

Anna Feldman, Judith Pliner, Anita Hoffman and Melissa 

Villasin  

BIBLE and BAGELS 

An opportunity for a lively and participatory 

look at the weekly portion — along with a 

nosh, of course.  

December 6 at 10AM– Parashat Vayishlach: Wrestling  

with God, tradition and difficult stories 

http://netmail.verizon.net/webmail/%22http:/mailto:gp@pliner-inc.com%22


Page 4 

Committees/Chairpersons 

Building/Capital Fund  

Peter Jacobson 

Building & Grounds 

Seth Dugan* 

Caring 

Amy Tabak 

Youth Education 

Youth—Natasha Rieger * 

Lifelong Learning 

Adult—Sheila Fishman 

Finance 

Jon Ellis* 

Fundraising 

Open* 

Long-Range Planning 

Open* 

Membership 

Phyllis Newman* 

Oneg 

Anna Feldman, Anita Hoffman,  

Judith Pliner 

Publicity 

Cynthia Goldstein-Hart 

Ritual 

Keren Vergon* 

Social Action 

[Open]* 

Youth Group 

Advisor—Mags Oldman* 

President—David Goldfarb 

* Ex-officio voting Board member  

 

OTHER PROGRAMS 

Healing Hour 

Cynthia Goldstein-Hart  

CBS Players 

Anna Brubaker 

Chavurah 

Phyllis Newman 

Daytimers 

[open] 

Email Blast 

Mags Oldman 

Going Green 

Jim  & Sandee Pelk 

Kibbitzer/Bulletin Editor 

Suzanne Jones 

Kolot Shalom Choir 

Joan Frankel 

Noshfest 

Carolyn Miller, Sheryl Finke,  
Amy Weinstein 

Page Turners 

Zsa Lobel 

Webmaster 

Sarah Meyers 

Yarn Mavens 

Phyllis Newman 

Join with CBS in offering congratulations and recognition to the 
following members on their accomplishments: 

KUDOS 

 Kudos to Scott Hopkins, Phyllis Newman, and everyone who pitched in to 

make a wonderful and well attended Shabbat Dinner! 

 Kudos to Richard Oldman for stepping in to chaperone a teen multi-youth 

group event! 

 Kudos to Judy Jacobson for coordinating another successful dining out event 

at Little Greek! 

 
MAZELS 

 MAZEL tov to Diane and Peter Jacobson on the birth of their second 

grandchild, Zander Don Camelio! 

 Mazel tov to Sheryl and Mark Finke on the birth of their first grandchild, 

Dara Sophie! 

 Mazel tov to Evan Hahn on his becoming Bar Mitzvah in October! 

 Mazel tov to Abigail Hernandez on her becoming Bat Mitzvah in November! 

 Mazel tov to Aurora Oldman on her achievement of 

Principal's Honor Roll! 

 Mazel tov to Justin Shaw and Lily Criden for being inducted 

into the Tri-M Music Society. 

 

Do you know a CBS member who should be congratulated for a 
special accomplishment?  If so, email the name and accomplishment to   
cbs-admin@hotmail.com.  



Marriage, Family, &  
Individual Counseling 

 

Children 4 Yrs Old to Adults 

 

Evening & Weekend Hours 

 

Most Major Insurance  
Accepted  

  

813-681-7441 
108 Mason St., Brandon, FL 
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Peter A. Jacobson, M.D. 

Internal Medicine & 

Cardiovascular  

Disease 

500 Vonderburg Dr. E 303 

Brandon, FL 33511 

(813) 681-5702 

NEW IN JANUARY 

January 16—Voices and Visions 

 Voices and Visions is about art, about 
powerful messages, about combining them 

into posters, about starting conversations, and 
about continuing our Jewish journey.  

 This month a collection of posters will be displayed throughout 
the Temple. These posters pair leading figures of contemporary 
art and design with powerful quotes from Jewish thinkers across 
the ages. During the Jan. 16 Friday evening Shabbat 
service, we will revisit these posters and then we will do what 
we all do so well, talk about the posters, about the quotes, about 
the integration of images and about the thoughts that inspired 
them. As always, the service will be followed by an Oneg where 
your discussions may  continue. So put this date on your  
calendar! 

Friday Night Speaker Series 

Have you ever wondered how Jewish traditions are observed 
around the world? Well we know that your Lifelong Learning 
Committee has. So, we have invited several members of our Beth 
Shalom Community to present the customs and traditions of the 
Jews of South America, Europe, and Africa. Presentation dates 
are Friday evenings, Jan. 9 & Feb. 20. 

For any questions, please contact  
Sheila Fishman at (813) 833-7843. 

Lifelong Learning—Sheila Fishman 

 

 

 

Phone: 813-400-3609 

www.DoogieEntertainment.com 

E-mail: Doogie@DoogieEntertainment.com 

Weddings 

Bar/Bat Mitzvahs 

Children’s parties 

80’s & 90’s video parties 

Office Parties 

PA system rental/set-up 

  

DJ and Party Services 

Doogie Entertainment 

Pleased to offer a 10% discount on services to members of Congregation Beth Shalom 

Page Turners  
CBS Page Turners Invites You ….. 

Thursday, January 15, 7:30PM 

To join in the discussion of Louise 
Murphy’s The True Story of Hansel & 

Gretel. 

Set in the last month of the Nazi occupation 
of Poland, this haunting novel of journey and 
survival, of redemption and memory, 
powerfully depicts how war is experienced by 
families and especially by children. The True 
Story of Hansel and Gretel tells a resonant, 
riveting story. 

Find CBS on Facebook! 

Search: Congregation Beth Shalom of  Brandon 

$chlep, $ell, $upport 

Got Extra Stuff? Donate it!   

Help CBS fill the coffers and get your tax 

deductible letter for items that you no longer use.  

For pick up or questions, please email 

cbspickup@tampabay.rr.com or call Toby Koch at 654-

0877. Our team is standing by for your contributions and we 

thank you for your generosity in advance. 

SAVE THE DATE 

Congregation Beth Shalom Shabbat Retreat 

March 28 (9AM-8PM) at Cedarkirk Camp and  
Conference Center.  

A “real” Shabbat filled with community, learning and fun 
activities in the woods. For more details, contact Natasha 
Rieger at natashaswr@yahoo.com or 813.507.3433. 

mailto:cbspickup@tampabay.rr.com
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Happy Holidays Everyone. Can’t believe that Thanksgiving 

is already behind us and Chanukah is knocking at the door. 

You probably already know that Kolot Shalom will be 

singing for the December 12 Friday night Shabbat service. 

It will be a wonderful service of special theme music and a 

number or two to prepare us for Chanukah. 

Meanwhile, I hope you all had a chance to hear Kevin 

Frye’s Shabbat Alive Service on November 21. How 

enjoyable to have a service in song and with instrumental 

accompaniment. 

We would like to find instrumentalists and vocalists from 

the congregation that would be interested in creating 

another Shabbat Alive for January 30, 2015. If you think 

this is a venue you would like to pursue, please get in touch 

with me. We will need instrumentalists as well as vocalists. 

To share your talents, contact Joan Frankel at 813-938-

4123 or by email; the_frankels@verizon.net or speak to 

Kevin Frye. 

This is going to be such a fun project. Look for upcoming 

information on our rehearsal schedule for Shabbat Alive! 

Shalom, 
Joan Frankel, Choir Director 
(813) 938-4123 

KOLOT SHALOM NOTES 

 

CBS HEALING HOUR 

Congregation Beth Shalom’s Healing Hour (Sh'aat 

ha'ripui) and will meet on the second Thursday of the month. It 

is a time to gather for shared support and self-renewal. Please 

join us as we seek to create sacred space to share our 

experiences of illness or loss, as well as moments of joy in our 

lives. We hold a healing service with meditation led by Phyllis 

Newman and an activity such as a speaker after — plus tasty 

snacks are served! Please join us on December  18 at 7:30 pm 

for our Chanukah party. All are welcome!  For more information 

email Cynthia Goldstein at cgoldsteinhart@gmail.com or call 

813-526-0378. 

United Together 25 

Our Mission 
Our mission is to celebrate Congregation Beth 

Shalom’s past and build our future by encouraging 

our members to volunteer gifts of time and talent.  

How Does It Work? 
The premise is simple: Do the time (7 hours of 

service) and then do the crime (eat and enjoy 

yourself way too much at our celebration in May).  

There are many, many ways you and your family can 

contribute your time and talents (see the list at 

right). 

Upcoming Events 

 RS Chanukah Celebration Crew in December 

 Administrative Day– January 25th 

Look Who’s Earned a Shirt! 
(since last month’s Kibbitzer) 

Ritual Committee 

Michael Barnett 

Lily Criden 

Sophie Smoak  

Anita Hoffman 

CBS LIBRARY UPDATE 

Oh no!! Many of the library’s cookbooks are 

missing. Please correct this culinary 

catastrophe as soon as possible by returning 

them to the library. If you like the recipes 

please either scan them into your computer or 

photocopy them.  Thank you. 

Anita Hoffman,  

Congregation Beth Shalom Librarian 

Hannah Weisman  

Tiffany Feldman 

Leah Garbett  

Zsa Lobel  

Toby Koch 

mailto:the_frankels@verizon.net
https://netmail.verizon.com/netmail/%22http:/mailto:cgoldsteinhart@gmail.com%22
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Education - Amy Weinstein 

As we reviewed our start to the new year, I am excited about 

what is happening in our school.  When I walk into classes, it is 

evident that our students are actively engaged in meaningful 

activities. Our teachers and students have high praise for our 

new Hebrew program. I would like to remind parents that we 

begin classes at 9:30 Sunday mornings. Our session ends at 

Noon. Families are welcome to join in the family service which 

begins at 11:30AM. This is the opportunity for our students to 

practice their skills as they hear weekly prayers. For many 

students that do not regularly attend Friday Night Shabbat 

Service, this may be the only chance they have for worship.  We 

also share announcements of upcoming events. 

By now you know that we have altered the format for our 

Family Shabbat Services.  Our first Family Shabbat Service was 

held on Friday, November 14. All students participated in the 

lighting of Shabbat Candles, opening and closing prayer and 

individual students were assigned prayers or readings. It was a 

fabulous evening. The service ran smoothly thanks in part to 

Karen Blanchard’s organization, the Rabbi’s animated story 

telling ability and our students’ ability to lead us in prayer. We 

also featured a special Ice Cream Social themed Oneg which 

was thoroughly enjoyed by young and young-at-heart alike!  

Our next Family Shabbat Service is scheduled for 

January 23 at 7PM. 

We will have a special Shabbat Service on December 19 at 7PM.  

We will celebrate with our 4th graders for Kabbalat haShabbat 

and our 1st graders for Consecration. 

Please don’t hesitate to contact me if you have any questions, 

concerns, or comments regarding your child’s religious 

education at Congregation Beth Shalom. 

Amy Weinstein — awine007@msn.com  (813)685-7064 

 Important December Dates 

12/7- Rabbi’s family Program for grades 2, 3 & 4 
  **Please plan on at least 1 adult attending  
 with your child** 

12/14- Parent Association Meeting- 9:45 

12/19- Kabbalat haShabbat and Consecration Service 7:00 

12/21- Chanukah Celebration & Torah Tots 

No classes 12/24, 12/28, 12/31 & 1/4 due to winter break! 

Congregation Beth Shalom is now 

participating in Amazon Smile — it’s an easy 

way for CBS members, family and friends to 

support the temple. Simply use the following 

link: http://smile.amazon.com/ch/59-

3026396 and shop, shop, shop! 

Parents Night Out 

December 20 

CBS' very own youth group, BESTY (Beth Shalom Temple 

Youth) is excited to announce its December Parents 

Nights Out. 

Drop off your children at 6 p.m. and head out for dinner, 

or shopping, a movie, read a book… and give your kids a 

great time at the temple on a Saturday night! Pick-up is  

9 p.m. Activities and a snack/drink are provided. An 

adult is also onsite for supervision. 

Costs for each PNO: $18 for one child, $6 each additional 

child. 

Infants are okay, too, but please leave appropriate 

supplies (diapers, formula, etc.), and toddlers do not 

need to be potty trained (but we request that you leave 

additional diapers and a extra change of clothes just in 

case!). Contact the Temple Office to reserve space for 

your child! 

B’nai Mitzvah 

 

 Lucas Oldman - Becomes Bar Mitzvah on Dec. 13. 

Trip to Israel for Teens and Adventurous Adults,  

led by Rabbi Betsy Torop 

Wander through the Old City of Jerusalem, Hike Masada, Sleep 

in a Bedouin tent, learn about the founding of the Jewish state, 

visit the mystical city of Tzefat - and much much more.  

Tuesday July 19 - Friday July 29 

Interested?  Speak to Rabbi Torop or Sandee Pelk  

mailto:awine007@msn.com
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Membership—Phyllis Newman Caring Committee—Amy Tabak  

CONGREGATION BETH SHALOM WISH LIST 

Congregation Beth Shalom exists today because of its con-

gregants and the love and support they provide. In turn, the 

synagogue provides worship opportunities, holiday celebra-

tions, social activities, life-cycle observances, education for 

adults and children, and a place one can turn to in a time of 

need.   

Monetary donations are always welcomed, encouraged, and 

needed. But sometimes people prefer to give concrete gifts 

and look for opportunities to provide in other ways. Below 

are a few “wished for” items that, while not deemed neces-

sary, would certainly enhance our environment: 

Interior Wish List: 

Bookends for library shelves 

Commercial oven 

Free standing literature stand (floor model) 

New 60" round tables for events 

New 90" (floor length) round tablecloths in navy blue 

1" binders 

Keyboard drawers 
Magazine files 

  

 
Exterior Wish List: 

Flowering plants and soil for 2 large planters 

Planters, soil and vines for pergola 

New outdoor benches 

Wood sealer for picnic table 

 

Welcome to our Congregation Beth Shalom family  
Gabriel Lifschitz. Congratulations and Mazel Tov! 

As you know we are a friendly congregation. We hope 
that you will join us in our many activities. Come pray, 
learn and enjoy your temple family. 

Phyllis Newman, Membership Chairperson 

From the Heart 

Shalom! Last month I spoke about 

starting a phone committee – Shalom 

Phone. The concept is this: A few of Beth 

Shalom’s finest phone mavens place calls 

to two or three of our shut-ins on a 

weekly basis, just to wish them well and a Shabbat Shalom. We 

want to let them know that we are thinking of them, and we 

miss them even though we know they can’t be at services with 

us. I would like to see about 4-6 volunteers so that we could 

rotate every two weeks or so. I would ask that you prayerfully 

consider this Mitzvah. It would mean so much to someone! 

Chanukah is coming! We would like to begin preparing some 

care packages for our CBS college students. Please consider 

sponsoring a student. Imagine their surprise to receive a 

package from CBS. 

I also wanted to thank the members of our congregation that 

contributed so freely to the consolation meal after the Shiva 

service for Christine Stockelman’s mother. Christine and her 

family appreciated it so much. I am always amazed and warmed 

by the generosity of my CBS family. 

Thank you for Caring for others! 

Amy Tabak, Caring Committee Chairperson 

Chanukah Shabbat 

A Service of Dedication and Celebration! 
Friday night, December 19 at 7PM 

 
 

 

Consecration of our 1st grade RS students  
- 

Special Kabbalat HaSiddur (presentation of prayer books) for 
our 4th grade students, and dedication of our new youth prayer 

books generously contributed by Caren and Rob Katz.  
- 

Oneg sponsored by 4th grade. BYO menorah and 5 candles! 

December 4 at 7PM Women of Distinction  
Held at Schaarai Zedek. This event honors the 
dedicated women leaders of our Jewish community 
organizations. CBS honoree is Judith Pliner. To learn 
more or purchase tickets, visit http://
www.jewishtampa.com/federation-impact/women-of-
distinction-program. 

 December 14 at 6PM Israeli Bonds Gala  
Celebration Held at Grand Hyatt Tampa Bay.  Each 
year the campaign selects five couples or individuals 
to be honored at the event. This year’s CBS honorees 
are Keren Vergon & Anna Brubaker. To learn more or 
purchase tickets email tampa@israelbonds.com or call 
727-282-1125. 

Support Our CBS Honorees 

mailto:tampa@israelbonds.com


Page 9 

FRUGAL 

FASHIONISTAZ 

So much has been going on 
behind the scenes regarding 
our next fundraiser. Our 
show now has a name, 
Frugal Fashionistaz! We are 

all quite excited about this new venture.  
Our partner charity HCFPAC (Hillsborough County Family 
Partnership Alliance) is a nonprofit organization supporting 
and serving more than 200 families totaling about 1,000 
children. We also will be helping Congregation Beth Shalom 
in its effort to continue the ongoing outreach programs.  
Our hosts are Julie’s Walk In Closet from Brandon and Wee 
Boutique from Apollo Beach. Each of our host boutiques 
offer both new and very gently used items. 

Frugal Fashionistaz will be held at the temple on Sunday, 
January 4, 2015 at 1:00PM. We will be serving beverages 
and yummy snacks, so you will have the opportunity to 
snack and shop from our generous vendors. These vendors 
have been kind enough to donate something to our Vendor 
Basket Raffle. We also will be giving you a free raffle ticket 
that will allow you an opportunity to win a gift basket 
donated by our Frugal Fashionistaz Planning Committee. 
Additionally, we will have a Silent Auction and a 50/50.  Be 
sure to get your tickets now as they are limited! 
Come see your fellow congregants and little ones as they 
“walk the run way.” Showtime is at 2:00PM, but be sure to 
come at 1:00 so that you can have time to snack and shop.  
Potential sponsors, now is the time to step up to the plate—
we need you! 

Tickets are available by contacting Jerilyn Dimant (813-472-
5409, jerilyndi@yahoo.com), Julie’s Walk In Closet, Wee 
Boutique or Congregation Beth Shalom at 813-681-6547. 
The ticket prices are $20 per adult and $5 for children 
under 12.  

Thanks, 
Jerilyn Dimant  

(813-472-5409 , jerilyndi@yahoo.com) 

Jewish Starbucks 

Enjoy ordering your coffee in just that 
special way? Now you can design your 
own learning  at CBS.  In effect, you, our 
member, become the Barista determin-
ing:  

 if you want the learning experience 
for just yourself or for a group of 
friends 

 the time and place for the learning experience, and the 
topic to be discussed or studied 

Contact Sheila Fishman with your own special brew: 813-
833-7843 or at gold17@verizon.net  

mailto:jerilyndi@yahoo.com
mailto:gold17@verizon.net


Page 10 

Please Support the Professionals and 

Retailers Who Support CBS 

Bloomingdale Painting and Pressure Washing 

Brown Law Offices, P.A.  

Busciglio Orthodontics & Pediatric Dentistry 

Carr Pediatric Dentistry 

Coldwell Banker Malafronte Group 

Copper Bell Café 

Cross Pest Control 

Doogie Entertainment 

Dr. Peter Jacobson, Internal Medicine 

Empire Office 

Ferraro, Higginbotham & Hayes, P.A. 

Friedman Law Associates     

Greenfield Homes and Investments 

Grow Financial Federal Credit Union 

Gulfside Pool & Spa  

Hamilton & Phillips, P.A. 

Jan-Pro Cleaning Systems 

Jimmy John’s Gourmet  

Kids R Kids Learning Academy 

Konica Minolta 

Labor Finders 

Lawrence A. Martucci Benefit Corp. 

Master Garage Door Co. 

Melissa Snively State Farm 

Merrill Lynch 

Morgan Stanley   

Pathways Counseling Center 

Pepin Distributors 

Post Share Sell B2B E Trader 

Ramcon Roofing 

Scott J. Givens, P.A. 

Wells Fargo   

Wilson Law, P.L. 

Yarden Winery                                           

Zweibach Women’s Health & Wellness 

When it’s time to pick a vendor or hire a professional for services, keep in mind 

these generous businesses which supported “All Jazzed Up” in 2013 with their 

sponsorship or in-kind donation. Their donations ensure success of our venture, 

OOOPS—We’re Sorry!! 

The following businesses were inadvertently left off our All Jazzed Up Sponsor appreciation list in several  

issues of the Kibbitzer this year. Please support these businesses in gratitude for their generous support of CBS! 

Gulfside Pool & Spa  

Hamilton & Phillips, P.A. 

Jan-Pro Cleaning Systems 

Jimmy John’s Gourmet  

Wilson Law, P.L. 

Yarden Winery                                           

Zweibach Women’s Health & Wellness 
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813-654-5646             LIC. # 3694 

813-966-3601(Cell) 
 
 

Bloomingdale Painting 
& Pressure Washing 

Commercial • Residential 
 

                                                 4616 Oak River Circle 
Tod Howard                         Valrico, Florida 33594 

Owner   www.bloomingdalepainting.com 

HIGH HOLY DAYS BRIDGE BUILDERS APPEAL 

(all donations to this appeal since Rosh Hashanah to publication of this issue) 

DONATIONS 

—Donations continued next page.— 

BONIM 

Peter & Diane Jacobson 

 

SHOMRIM 

Errol & Sheila Fishman 

Steve & Sheila Slavkin 

 

MITZVAH 

Michael & Virginia Barnett 

Jay & Jisela Bolnick 

Randy & Danita Freedman 

Cynthia Goldstein 

Bill & Jackie Kalbas 

Hank & Donna Mart 

Iylene & Jeffrey Miller 

Gerald & Judith Pliner 

Betsy & Michael Torop 

 

CHAI 

Anonymous 

Russell & Elise Berman 

Stephen & Anna Feldman 

Monica & Andrew Frost 

Gayle & Jeffrey Borgen 

Barbara Glaser 

Renate Greenfield 

Judy Jacobson 

Caren & Robert Katz 

The Lannak Family 

Milt & Phyllis Newman 

Jeff Newman & Suzanne Jones 

The Oldman Family 

Jill Oppolo 

Ira Ratner 

CHAI Continued… 

David & Rudina Richter 

Natasha & Jarret Rieger 

Jeff & Lauren Shaw 

Brian & Arlene Slater 

Kim & Donny Smoak 

Melissa & Eric Villasin 

Amy & Dan Weinstein 

Linda & David Young 

 

CHAVERIM 

Anonymous 

Michelle & Mark Dempsey 

Joan Frankel 

Betsy Glickman 

Ruth Goldberg 

Vickie & David Goldberg 

Beth Kennon 

Toby Koch & Alan Weiss 

Janice Perelman 

The Smith Family 

 

BOOK OF REMEMBRANCE 

Russell Berman 

Gayle Borgen 

Sue Burkett 

Joel & Laurie Edelson 

Myron & Jackie Feldman 

Sheila & Errol Fishman 

Joan Frankel 

David & Carol Anne Friedman 

Jeff & Janice Frieman 

BOOK of REMEMBRANCE Continued... 

Barbara Glaser 

Betsy Glickman 

Ruth Goldber 

Vickie Goldberg 

Lana Goldfarb 

Cynthia Goldstein 

Renate Greenfield 

Anita Hoffman 

Judy Jacobson 

Bill Kalbas 

Beth Kennon 

Toby Koch & Alan Weiss 

Fanny Litovich & Clifford Reiss 

Zsa Lobel 

Caren Magdovitz 

Milt & Phyllis Newman 

Jill Oppolo 

Gerald & Judith Pliner 

Joe & Pam Provenzano 

David & Rudina Richter 

Natasha Rieger 

Sandy Schwartz 

Brian & Arlene Slater 

Steve & Sheila Slavkin 

Lisa & Jim Smith 

Gail & Michael Verlin 

Amy Weinstein 

Stephen Zweibach 
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If you wish to designate a gift to a particular purpose, for example, 
Food Bank, Choir, Oneg, Social Action, etc., you may do so by noting as 
such on your payment method or with an accompanying note; 
otherwise, your gift will be used where it is needed most. 

Opportunities: 

 Adopt-A-Book: A dedication label will be placed in one of our 
prayer books, to commemorate a simcha or in honor or memory of a 
loved one for just $54. 

 Bricklets:  For as little as $9 you can send a Bricklet Card instead of 
buying a card for birthdays, condolences, etc.  A Bricklet Card in your 
name will be sent to the person you wish stating that a donation has 
been made in his or her name to Beth Shalom to honor the occasion. 

 Tree of Life: The Tree of Life is on the back wall of our Sanctuary. 
An engraved leaf or stone can commemorate many simchas, b’nai 
mitzvah, wedding, birth, graduations, etc. Leaves are $180, and 
stones are $1800. 

 Yahrzeit Plaque: To honor the death of a loved one, you may 
purchase a plaque that will be cared for in perpetuity for $250. The 
name of the deceased along with their date of death is included on the 
plaque. 

Congregation Beth Shalom accepts donations for many purposes, with a variety of opportunities for donors to support the good works of the Tem-
ple.  You may contact the office either by phone or email to make a contribution, or head to our website to make a secure online payment through a 
PayPal account or by using a credit card. 

Funds: 

 General Fund (unrestricted): An unrestricted gift to the General 
Fund allows the temple to use those funds wherever they may be 
needed most. This fund incorporates contributions received from 
our High Holy Day Appeal, Yahrzeit donations, Bricklets, Adopt-A-
Book, Tree of Life (unless otherwise indicated) and other non-
restricted gifts. 

 Building Fund: A fund to ensure the continuing physical growth 
of our spiritual home. Intended for capital improvements and 
major building repairs. 

 Endowment Fund: Gifts to this fund are placed in an 
investment account and temporarily restricted or can be defined/
restricted by the donor. This fund ensures the future of our temple. 

 Religious School Scholarship Fund: These funds will be 
made available to Religious School students who are in need of 
tuition assistance, as determined confidentially by the Treasurer. 

 Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund: a fund for assistance to families 
in need, scholarship assistance, interfaith council, Holocaust 
museum and other endeavors at the Rabbi’s discretion. 

Unless otherwise noted by you, your gift will be acknowledged in the Kibbitzer the month following its receipt.   
If your donation is incorrectly listed or omitted, please notify the temple office immediately.   

Donations listed below were received between  October 16 and November 15. 

GENERAL FUND 

 In loving memory of Elisabeth Ballou 

Anita Hoffman 

Gail & Michael Verlin 

In loving memory of Morris Brandewein 

Anita Clifford 

 Mazel Tov to Sheryl & Mark Finke on the birth of 

their first grandchild! 

Gerald & Judith Pliner 

In loving memory of Al Gotlieb 

Herb Jacoby 

Mazel Tov to Fanny Litovich & Clifford Reiss  

on their wedding! 

Gerald & Judith Pliner 

In loving memory of Levi Gomes de Oliveria Rosalino 

  Janice & Jeff Frieman   

Gail & Michael Verlin 

 In honor of Scott Spicer’s recent achievement 

Gail & Michael Verlin 

In loving memory of Rebecca Wolfe 

Natasha & Jarett Rieger 

 

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 

 In honor of the birth of a new grandson, No-
lan Patrick Carmody 

Joy Carmody 

In loving memory of Lawrence Bernstein 

Steve & Sheila Slavkin 

 In loving memory of Florence “Flossie” 

Finkel 

Anna & Steve Feldman 

  

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

Best Wishes to Anna Brubaker & Keren Vergon on 

being 2014 Israeli Bond Honorees 

Errol & Sheila Fishman 

 Best Wishes to Milt & Phyllis Newman on 

their 8 Over 80 honor 

 Errol & Sheila Fishman 

 Happy Birthday to Gerald Pliner 

Errol & Sheila Fishman 

 Best Wishes to Woman of Distinction,  

Judith Pliner 

Errol & Sheila Fishman  

 Happy Birthday to Sheila Slavkin 

Errol & Sheila Fishman 

  



Page 13 Our Congregation 

Birthdays 

The dates listed for the Yahrzeits are adjusted yearly according to the Jewish Calendar and may not 

necessarily coincide with the actual date of death. Names are read for Kaddish at the Shabbat before 

the actual date.  If you would like to have the actual date listed, please contact the temple office at   

681-6547. 

Yahrzeits Anniversaries 

12/2 Jackson McCormick 

12/3 Samantha Frost 

12/3 Ben Santucci 

12/5 William Tyree 

12/5 Rachelle Schiller 

12/5 Joshua Freedman 

12/7 Susan Burkett 

12/10 Danny Nixon 

12/11 Judith Pliner 

12/11 Amy Hertzberg 

12/14 Joshua Katz 

12/14 Adam Brubaker 

12/14 Jordan Davis 

12/15 Shane Zweibach 

12/17 Evan Frieman 

12/17 Norman Powell 

12/17 Alexa Cohen 

12/18 Mordecai Elazar 

12/19 James Pelk 

12/21 Matt Hebert 

12/21 Russell Berman 

12/24 Jason Miller 

12/26 Daniel Mart 

12/27 Sheila Cohen 

12/29 Milton Newman 

12/29 Mark Finke 

12/30 Peter Jacobson 

12/31 Jonathan Singer 

12/31 Frank Moneymaker 

12/6 Russell & Elise Berman 

12/11 Owen & Marla Smith 

12/21 Larry & Lynn Kaler 

12/21 Donny & Kimberly Smoak 

12/27 Michael & Gail Verlin 

12/28 Milton & Phyllis Newman 

12/31 Randy & Danita Freedman 

12/4 Anette Feldman Mother of Stephen Feldman 

12/4 Eleanor Fagan-Blake Grandmother of Jessica Berdit 

12/4 Celia Faber Grandmother of Dale Wozniak 

12/4 Michael Gunn Relative of Jessica Berdit 

12/4 Minnie Feinberg Cousin of Sophia Brenner 

12/5 Flory Wagenaar Mother of Marion Mehrer 

12/7 Sandy Kurtz Mother of Pam Provenzano 

12/7 Douglas Miller Brother of Eric Miller 

12/7 Pearl Lasky Grandmother of of Michelle Dempsey 

12/7 Geoffrey Miller Brother of Eric Miller 

12/10 Phyllis Jordan Mother of Cynthia Posner 

12/10 Irving Balot Father of Keith Balot 

12/11 Joan Sherer Mother of Carol Roberts 

12/11 James Gunn Relative of Jessica Berdit 

12/11 Leonard Edelson Father of Joel Edelson 

12/12 Harry May Uncle of David Richter 

12/12 Alice Herzberg Mother-in-law of Gareth Morgan 

12/13 Joel Zazulia Brother of Iylene Miller 

12/13 Dorothy Rausch Grandmother of Kelley Ellis 

12/14 Harold Landfish Father of Nancy Landfish 

12/16 Elaine Freedman Mother of Randy Freedman 

12/17 Jenny Siegel Grandmother of of Eric Miller 

12/18 Stephen Meyers Father of Michael Meyers 

12/19 Ron Miller Uncle of Russell Berman 

12/19 Seymour Ponemon Father of Arthur Ponemon 

12/19 Rose Levine Mother of Sara Goodman 

12/20 Anna Stepanovna Simashkova Stepgrandmother of Anna Moneymaker 

12/21 Abraham Kaplan Father of of Elisa Criden 

12/22 Lena Ruth Richter Mother of David Richter 

12/23 Robert Stanley Greenfield Father of Andrew Greenfield 

12/23 Rita Weiss Mother of Alan Weiss 

12/25 Husband of Anita Hoffman Charles Arnold Hoffman 

12/27 Gene VanDevender Father of Hank Mart 

12/27 Eleanor Kaplan Grandmother of Lauren Davis 

12/28 Dorothy M. Gunn Grandmother of Jessica Berdit 

12/29 Gloria Bolnick Mother of Jay Bolnick 

12/30 Rose Frye Grandmother of Kevin Frye 

12/30 Ann Edelson Grandmother of Joel Edelson 
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Want to advertise in The Kibbitzer? 

Ad Size        Monthly Rate 10% Discounted 

    (Annual only) 

Bus. Card $20  $216 

1/8 page $30  $324 

1/4 page $40  $432 

1/2 page $50  $540   

Full page $75  $810 

Special rate for CBS Members — 10% off MONTHLY rate 
with six-month commitment. To reserve your place in the 
next issue, e-mail the temple office at  
cbs-admin@hotmail.com or call 681-6547. 

 
 

FAMILY,  

IMPLANT &  

COSMETIC  

DENTISTRY 
 
 

SANFORD N. SCHWARTZ, 

D.D.S., P.A. 
 

813-684-7888 
 
Email:  
doctor@implantandcosmeticdentistry.com 

 

Web: www.drsandyschwartz.com 

Our Philosophy: 
To provide the very best  

dental care available 
 while treating all  

patients as members of 
 our own family. 

 

Services Include: 
Veneers, Lumineers 
Zoom! Whitening 
Implant Surgery & 

Restoration 
Crowns, Bridges &  

Dentures 
Root Canal Therapy 

Preventive Care & 
Maintenance 

Invisalign Wireless Braces 

 
Oral & IV Sedation 
Nitrous Oxide (gas)  
Stereo Headphones 

 & Movies 
Special Consideration for 

Apprehensive Patients 
 
 

 

B’nai Mitzvah Tutoring 

Contact Keren Vergon at  

813-785-6324 or kvergon@verizon.net. 

Bar/Bat Mitzvah Listings 
If you would like to have information on your child ’ s 

upcoming Bar or Bat Mitzvah listed in The Kibbitzer,  please 

submit an article and picture ( d igital if possible )  to 

kibbitzer706@verizon.net by the second Friday of the month 

prior to your service. 
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Change Service Requested 

  706 Bryan Road -  Brandon FL 33511 

 

JOIN OUR WEIGHT LOSS PROGRAM 

Monthly group rate day $100 (reg. $185) start-up fee 
Call us for this month date! 

 

Laser Hair Removal • Laser Vein Removal 
Age Spot Removal • Laser Skin Rejuvenation 

Botox • Chemical Peels 
Skin Care Products • Microdermabrasion 

 
Peter A. Jacobson, M.D. 

500 Vonderburg Drive, Ste 302E 
Brandon  FL  33511 

(813) 654-8193 or (813) 681-5702 
arcofbrandon.com 

e-mail -  arcofbrandon@verizon.net 
 

We are owned and operated by physicians  

who care about you.   

There is no better investment than yourself!  
Look younger, Feel younger, and Live younger!  
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