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The Weather Report is . . . Hot 

As I write this in the middle of May, Cleveland, Ohio is reporting 

snowfall. At the same time, people in our neck of the woods are 

starting to complain about the rise in heat and humidity. Just as the 

rest of the country is eagerly awaiting the opportunity to get outside, 

have a picnic in the shade, soak up the sun ï we are cranking up our 

air conditioners and spending more time indoors. What are we to do 

besides complain?  Summer can still be the opportunity to appreciate the beauty of nature and 

the blessings of creation in a way that is unique to Florida. 

V We all know that we are the ñlightning capital of the worldò.  So when you see lightning 

you can say, Baruch atah Adonai, Eloheinu Melech HaOlam, oseh maôaseh vôreishit. 

Blessed are You, Adonai our God, Sovereign of the universe, Source of creation and its 

wonders. 

V After that torrential rainstorm, when you see a rainbow, you can say, Baruch atah 

Adonai Eloheinu Melech HaOlam, zocheir habrit. Blessed are You, Adonai our God, 

Sovereign of the universe, who remembers the covenant. 

V When you see the ocean (even if itôs from an air conditioned car!) the blessing is Baruch 

atah Adonai Eloheinu Melech HaOlam, she-asah et hayam hagadol. Blessed are You, 

Adonai our God, Sovereign of the universe, for the life-giving waters of the sea. 

V And finally, if you are lucky enough to travel somewhere like the Grand Canyon, Alaska, 

Niagara Falls, the Georgia or North Carolina Mountains or any other place of natural 

beauty this is the blessing you might say: Baruch atah Adonai Eloheinu Melech HaOlam, 

Shekacha lo bôolamo. Blessed are You, Adonai our God, Sovereign of the universe, 

whose world is filled with beauty. 

If you are thinking,  ñI will never remember all of these blessings,òconsider downloading an app 

to your phone.  (Yes, thereôs an app for that).  Go to the iTunes store and for $1.99 purchase the 

Daily Blessings App by the CCAR Press. 

And wherever you go, donôt forget to take your Kibbitzer with you and post a photo of your 

travels on our CBS Facebook page! 

And Speaking of Oceans . . . 

On Shavuot Jews around the world celebrate the giving of Torah. Torah was given in a desert ï 

hot and sandy, and in the midst of thunder and lighting. The sights and sounds of the natural 

word reflected the awesome moment of the giving of Torah. We will celebrate Shavuot in the 

natural world (sand, water ï but hopefully not thunder and lightening!)  Join us at Holmes 

Beach in Manatee County on Saturday night June 11 at 6pm until sunset.  BYO 

chairs, blanket, picnic dinner, toys. Weôll visit and shmooze, join in a brief interactive Shavuot 

program suitable for all ages and conclude with Havdalah. And weôll maybe even say the 

blessing for being at the ocean. 
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Congregation Beth Shalom provides a meaningful spiritual home for people of all ages and levels of 
knowledge, a place to learn and to question, a place to worship and to celebrate, and a place to find a com-
munity that cares.   We offer:  

] Friday worship services at 7:45 PM 

] Religious school pre-kindergarten through tenth grade  

] Complete Bônai Mitzvah preparation  

] Youth group programming  

] Adult Education classes  
] Community-wide events, including Mitzvah Day 
 

As your new President, I am honored to be writing my first 

article for the Kibbitzer. Perhaps I should begin by telling you 

about myself, and my family.   

My wife, Carol Anne, and I will be celebrating our 15th wedding 

anniversary this August. We were married in a small Tea Room 

in Brandon by Rabbi Baseman. Immediately upon being 

introduced by the Rabbi as ñMr. & Mrs. David Friedman,ò Carol 

Anne and I each had a daughter, step-daughter, a dog, and step-

dog! 

Our daughters Mallory and Alex are 27 and 24, respectively.  

Both live in Orlando.  

I am a self-employed sales representative in the furniture 

industry.  My brother/partner and I cover three states ï Florida, 

Georgia, and Alabama.  Carol Anne is a bookkeeper with Ripa & 

Associates, an engineering firm. 

We have been ñofficiallyò involved with Congregation Beth 

Shalom for about eight years. In this short time, my 

involvement has run deeper here, than it has with any other 

congregation with which Iôd been affiliated.  I quickly found out 

that to get involved, ñall I had to do was ask.ò 

I recall driving home from Atlanta in August several years back.  

I called the office to inquire what the requirements were to read 

a Torah portion for the upcoming High Holidays. Kevin Frye 

ran the office at the time, and when I told him what I was 

calling about, I expected there to be a dollar sign followed by a 

zero or two in his reply. He said, ñAll you have to do is ask!ò    

Iôve been ñaskingò ever since.   

One of our favorite leisure activities is hiking, though Carol 

Anne and I hike very little here in Florida. We prefer the 

mountains of north Georgia and the Smokies.   

Here at home, we get most of our exercise at the Seffner YMCA.  

On any given week, we take a spinning (cycling) class, a 

combination cardio/strengthening ñboot campò class and a 

combination yoga/pilates class. This variety of classes was 

recommended by a personal trainer because itôs a balanced 

program. 

I am going to bring this same philosophy to my Presidency.  Iôll 

From the President - Dave Friedman 

do my best to balance my focus on all 

aspects of Congregation Beth Shalom:  

Budget, Education, Fund Raising, 

Membership, Programming, Ritual, 

Social Action, our Youth, etc.  

I am fortunate in that we have a 

tremendous Board of Directors already 

in place to help me. Since I first agreed 

to be honored with this position, many 

board members have already indicated that theyôre there to 

support me! Iôm grateful for this encouragement. I look forward 

to working with them as well as everyone else in the 

congregation. 

Dave Friedman 

Every night we go to bed, without any assurance of being alive 

the next morning but we still set the alarms to wake up.  Thatôs 

hope. 

WELCOME THE STRANGERé 

STRANGER NO MORE 
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For current news and events 
see the congregationôs web site: 

http://www.bethshalom-brandon.org 
*********** 

Mags Oldman, Administrative Director 

813-681-6547 Å cbs-admin@hotmail.com 

Office hours:  

subject to change without notice 
Mon & Fri 10 a.m.- 2 p.m. 
Tue & Thurs Noon-4 p.m. 
Wed 1 p.m. - 5 p.m. 

Weekly Email Blast submissions 

bethshalominfo@gmail.com 

eBlast deadline is Wednesday at 6:00pm 

June Dates to Remember 

Á Wednesday, June 1, 7:15PMðCalendar Meeting 

Á Saturday, June 11, 6:00PMðSurf, Sand & Shavuot  

Á Friday, June 24,  7:45PM-Shabbat Service 
Simcha Shabbat 

Religious Education Calendar, page 7;  

Full calendar, page 15  

June Oneg Schedule 

There can be no joy without food and  

drink. ð Talmud, Moôed Katan 

THANK YOU! to the following people 

who will host an Oneg Shabbat in June. 

June 3 Karen & Jason Blanchard in honor 
of their  daughter, Talia's Bar Mitzvah. 

June 10 Carol & Joe Plesur in honor of their anniversary. 

June 17 Gail and Michael Verlin in honor of their 
 birthdays. 

June 24 Joe and Pam Provenzano as a temple mitzvah. 

 

SIGN UP TO SPONSOR AN ONEG! 

Contact Judith Pliner at (813) 436-0080 or email her at 

gp@pliner-inc.com if you are interested in hosting. Thanks 

to everyone who is helping out with the Onegs in the 

upcoming months. 

Your Oneg Committee, 

Anna Feldman, Judith Pliner, Anita Hoffman  

and Melissa Villasin�� 

Peter A. Jacobson, M.D. 

Internal Medicine & 

Cardiovascular  

Disease 

500 Vonderburg Dr. E 303 

Brandon, FL 33511 

(813) 681-5702 

Sand, Surf and Shavuot at 

Holmes Beach 

June 11, 6pm at Holmes Beach 

Bring a blanket, picnic dinner and 

dress for the beach.  

We'll shmooze, enjoy the waves and do a brief interac-

tive study on the sights and sounds surrounding the 

giving of Torah. The evening concludes at 9 p.m. with 

Havdalah. All ages welcome! 


